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– World Economic Forum

Outcomes of  COVID19 
infection are more serious 
in areas where populations 

have been exposed to air 
pollution 

“

”
 

A developed country is not a 
place where the poor have 
cars. It's where the rich use 

public transportation.

- Gil Penalosa, 
Mayor of Bogota

“
”



�e wide roads in Abuja offer an 
excellent opportunity to develop 
a complete network of protected 
bike lanes as part of the COVID-

19 response. Cities around the 
world are developing pop-up 

bike lanes to help ensure that the 
recovery doesn't bring a return 

to traffic jams and toxic 
pollution.

–Chris Kost
 Director, ITDP Africa, Kenya

We cannot Continue to 
allow transport to be the 

conduit pipe for distributing 
COVID19 to and through 

our cities 

– Emmanuel John, 
Sustainable Transport Expert Nigeria

“

”

“

”



2. �e need for 
accelerated development 
of sustainable urban 
mobility as a component 
of the pandemic 
responses and post 
pandemic development 
agenda both nationally 
and particularly in Abuja

3. Provide 
recommendations to 
address current situation 
and provide guide for 
future development 

�is paper examines:

1. �e inadequacy of 
current urban 
transportation practices 
in Nigeria and the 
impact of COVID19

OBJECTIVES 

Ongoing Construction of Church Gate�World
Trade Centre in the Heart of Abuja 



Abuja, the capital city of Nigeria is the most developed city in 
West Africa and second most beautiful city in Africa. It is one of 

its kind with the blueprint developed even before the first 
construction ever began.  Ecstatically built, high quality urban 

infrastructure, especially with it’s beautiful wide roads.  It is one 
of the richest cities in terms of cash flows in Africa. But how its 

transportation development was skewed to favor private car 
mobility, there by fostering informal transport for the low and 

middle income earners who cannot a�ord a car, is still a question 
begging for answers, even in the face of massive population 

growth,  the SDGs and the New Urban Agenda. 

ABUJA
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INTRODUCTION
t is no longer news that transport is a prime 

Ienabler of socio-economic wellbeing of 

society and access to other basic necessities 

of life, but also a potent instrument, capable of 

facilitating the spread of viruses as COVID-19.  

After all, the dreaded pandemic got to nearly all 

countries of the world and particularly to our 

clime through the aviation sector.  That enabling 

role of transport was at play in Nigeria as we saw 

one confirmed case of COVID19 in Lagos on 27  
th

February, 2020, in addition to few other foreign 

cases in both Lagos and Abuja translated to 

33,616 cases in virtually every important cities of 

the 36 states and Abuja in Nigeria as at 14  July, 
th

2020, this came along with 754 fatalities and still 

counting. The questions to ask are:

c. Why was there no comprehensive 

measures on transportation in many cities 

of Nigeria 

b. Why did the measures on transportation in 

the few cities which took steps came late? 

Were those measures adequate? And were 

they strictly implemented?

d.  Would the situation be different if we had 

a. Were  stakeholders adequately conscious 

of this vital role of transport in this 

regards?

e.  Would a business as usual transportation 

system provide for a post pandemic socio-

economic well-being of the citizens.

organized public transport system (BRT, 

Metro, and Light Rail/Tram) and Non-

Motorized Transportation (efficient 

cycling and walking system) dominate our 

city's transportation landscape? 

The responses to these questions were sufficient to 

have prevented the spread of the virus beyond 

Abuja and Lagos, perhaps the burden would have 

been to curtail the spread within these two cities 

only. The response will also enable a better life for 

residents post pandemic.

In a bid to answer the first question above, two 

articles, among others were published timely, first 
thwas on 19  of March when the total confirmed 

cases in Nigeria was only 8, the article was titled 

“COVID19 and implications for public transport 

and shared taxi in Nigeria” in the article, the 

author drew the attention of stakeholders to the 

fact that different measures are being rolled out to 

curtail the spread of the virus in Lagos and Abuja 
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INITIAL ARTICLES TO 
ADDRESS THE COVID19 
TRANSPORT GAPS 



This elicited the attention of some media 

organizations and he was on TV and radio to 
rd

discuss it. Only until 23  that both Lagos and 

Abuja brought out some measures on transport 

and was replicated by rivers state among others 

later, the published measures were not 

comprehensive, yet there were lack of 

compliance and weak enforcement.

thThe second article was on 30  April, 2020 sequel 

to the Presidential speech preparatory to relaxing 
ththe lockdown on 4  May 2020. It was titled 

“Nigeria to relax COVID19 lockdown: 

measures to prevent spread through public 

transport and shared taxi still missing”. The 

paper emphasized why relaxing the lockdown 

was necessary, the need to accept the pandemic so 

which had the cases at that time, and that there 

was no single measures on public transport and 

shared taxi available yet. 

Based on this, he presented the implications, 

mentioned examples of steps being taken in other 

climes and made 4 cardinal recommendations 

specific to transport and with a conclusion that all 

other measures being taking may end up fruitless 

if the transportation components are not 

adequately addressed. 

that live can go on, business can open and thrive, 

but also the need to develop systems to live with 

it and the need for stringent measures on 

transportation which will facilitate everything.  

It provided 15 important recommendations 

without which all riders of public transport and 

shared taxi will be at risk of contracting the virus, 

especially when we have a productively mobile 

population. Delightsomely, few days, later both 

Abuja and Lagos published their relax lockdown 

guidelines with Abuja adopting 70% of the 

recommendations and Lagos 55%, amongst 

others. 

Security and safety agencies like the Federal 

Road Safety Corps made arrest of hundreds of 

vehicles nationwide for violating the measures, 

but this was a droplet in an ocean of non-

compliances.

But the implementation of these measures 

brought out some issues: operators were not sure 

of any avenue for recovering their cost and to 

make profit owing to the allowable 50% 

passenger in vehicles, so prices of transport 

doubled in some routes in Abuja, the compliance 

to the measures lasted only a few days and thing 

returned to normal in some areas of the city. 
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Seperated Cycling and Pedestrian Lanes on Yakubu Gowon Way� Asokoro Abuja� 
�e Cycle lane is not in use because the intersections are not treated and there is no continuity   



There are countless stops where passengers board 

or alight along the various routes where social 

distancing are not obeyed. Little wonder that 

confirmed cases have skyrocketed since the 

relaxed lockdown. 

Today, on some routes in the city of Abuja, a 

Volkswagen gulf car used for shared taxi takes up 

to 4 persons behind and 2 persons on the front seat 

in addition to the driver, on some route buses are 

overloaded, passengers mostly don't wear masks, 

a random observational count on 11 buses at Apo 
th

roundabout on 25  May 2020 showed only an 

average of 21% passengers per vehicle wore 

masks, no hand washing or sanitizers before or 

during entry, neither is there any mechanism to 

verify or monitor if the vehicles are being 

sanitized by their owners. 

 

CURRENT SITUATION EVEN

WHEN THE VIRUS IS STILL 

RAVAGING

3

During the lockdown, essential service providers 

were exempted, meaning that they are expected to 

move around to provide essential services that 

keeps the city and residents alive and well. These 

providers includes security personnel, health 

service providers, the media, petroleum workers, 

waste management personnel, etc. But no public 

transport service was available to enable their 

movement, no doubt some organizations have 

staff bus, some staff also have private cars which 

they use, but this is far inadequate to meet the 

need. 

Some car owners among them temporarily 

converted their cars to commercial purposes but 

again because there were many of these essential 

workers stranded at stops, there were rushes and 

overloads in some cases which negated social 

distancing. This posed both security and health 

risks to the essential workers. It was surprising 

that this was not factored into the lockdown 

measures, yet there are no infrastructure and 

systems to encourage those without cars to ride 

bicycles to do their duties.

LACK OF TRANSPORT SERVICES 
FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICE 
PROVIDERS DURING THE 
LOCKDOWN



Critically, this position is embraced by much of 

the business community, which recognizes that 

business-as-usual is untenable, that we cannot 

continue operating as we have in the past, and that 

the new normal must have at its core the health of 

people and planet.

To date, more than 700 companies globally have 

signed a host of open letters to world leaders, 

calling on them to ensure that economic stimulus 

packages tackle both the impacts of the 

coronavirus and the ongoing climate crisis. 

Meanwhile, over 4,500 health professionals and 

A rapidly emerging global consensus, therefore, 

demands that the stimulus devoted to combating 

the economic consequences of the pandemic 

charts a healthier course for the future, asserting 

that we have a responsibility to do things 

differently. 

 

The COVID19 Pandemic brings to the fur the fact 

that air quality can improve in cities if 

motorization is curtailed. Leaders around the 

world saw this obvious fact as lockdown and 

restrictions saw air quality significantly improved 

in cities. Some estimates from World Economic 

Forum shows that, cleaner air during the crisis has 

prevented 11,000 deaths in Europe. Globally, 

according to CarbonBrief, greenhouse gas 

emissions are projected to fall by 5.5% this year, 

as a result of the lockdown/seat at home order that 

kept about 3 billion people at home. Specifically, 

there were 25%, 10% and 75% drops respectively 

in China, US and France.  

COVID19 AND CLIMATE CHANGE:

AIR QUALITY SIGNIFICANTLY 

IMPROVED, HOW DO WE SUSTAIN 

THIS?
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Nigeria Minister of Transportation� Rt Hon� Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi
Received other stakeholders in a ride during the 1st United Nations

World  Bicycle Day 3rd June� 2018 in Abuja 



As a result, different city authorities are devising 

strategies to sustain the gains and improvements 

through low and no carbon alternative mobility 

systems. To what extent, is Abuja thinking of this, 

and how does this reflect in the COVID19 

Economic Sustainability Plan of the Federal 

Government?

The President had set up a National Economic 

Sustainability Plan headed by the Vice President, 

Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, Which report was 

completed in June. The beautiful document 

examined various issues and made far reaching 

recommendations that touches on critical sectors 

more than 350 organizations, representing at least 

40 million health workers worldwide, have urged 

the leaders of the G20 to ensure a green recovery.

of the economy and wellbeing of citizens. 

As expected, sustainable urban transport issues 

are missing, this brings to mind this quote from 

Emmanuel John, an Abuja based urban transport 

expert “Watch out for the COVID19 recovery 

plans in our clime, for transport it will address 

such big things as aviation and maritime, and at 

the best, cross border, interstate and freight 

transports, not such “little things” as Urban 

Mobility except there is a push” . 

The question is, how do you address housing, 

businesses and jobs for people and not 

remember how they will get from the house to 

their offices and back daily, and what impact  

will it have both on the health and socio-

economic lives of the citizens and the nation?

The public transport sector in Nigeria is said to 

have lost about N3trillion within the 5 weeks of 

lockdown according a lockdown study by Planet 

Projects Limited, one of Nigeria's frontline 
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THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC 

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (ESP) 

AS RESPONSE TO THE COVID19

Subsidy Reinvestment Program intervention taxis launched in Abuja in 2014 | Credit� @Naija Media



When this is coupled with time wasted in traffic 

congestions and associated consequences, 

inconveniences arising from distances between 

home and work, poor transport vehicle quality 

that negates comfort, amongst others, the 

implications is better imagined. And can we 

really separate these from the rate of poverty, 

Planet Projects Limited, in another report have 

noted that 60% of medium and low income 

earners spent up to 51% of their income on daily 

commute, yet the National Bureau of Statistics 

had noted a 45% increase in transportation fare in 

April.

public transport infrastructure development 

company.  It is no longer news that the public 

transport providers are largely informal, which 

are used by 80 million Nigerians. This makes the 

provision of palliatives to cushion the impact a 

necessity.

health of citizens  and mortality rate in Nigeria?  

Even though adequate data is lacking in this area 

locally, a clear evidence from other climes suggest 

that the economic cost of car-centric mobility 

development that elicits informal systems, 

congestions and associated consequences far 

outweigh the cost of providing efficient public 

transport system in a corridor. Figure 1 below 

speaks volume of this reality.

It is therefore imperative that, as the nation and 

cities strategize for recovery, in the post pandemic 

agenda, we must remember that transport is 

intrinsic to everyday life of citizen and must 

therefore be factored into every recovery plan, not 

only ESP. 

This is particularly so, not only for economic 

reasons but, health, environment and climate as 

the entire world is advocating for green recovery, 

to which sustainable transportation is central.
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Abuja Urban Mass Transit �El�Rufai� buses loading | Credit@ Africa Sustainable Conservation News



LOSSES  INDIVIDUALS  THE NATION  

Without car  With car  

Car-centric/ 

Congestion  

Man hour, stress, other health 

implications, exposure to air and 

noise pollution, discomfort,  high 

fare,  

Tear and wear on the car, 

additional fuel cost, Man 

hour, stress, other health 

implications, inhaling 

emissions, discomfort,  

Increased national fuel 

consumption, atmospheric 

pollution, wear and tear on the 

road, overstretched security 

agencies, productive man hour 

loss, Increase unemployment  

Consequences  Poor quality of  live, ill health, 

reduced access to employment 

ultimately leads to Poverty and 

reduced lifespan  

Poor quality of live, ill 

health, ultimately leads 

to Poverty and reduced 

lifespan  

Depleted tourism and 

economic patronage, demand 

on systems, poor imag e, 

dwindling prosperity, poor 

mortality rate  
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Fig�1� Implications of Car�Centric Mobility Development  

If 60% of medium and low income earners spent up to 
51% of their income on daily commute in Nigeria, then
there is no better palliative for citizens than providing 

low cost, safe, efficient, equitable and sustainable
urban mobility in our cities. 



Fig. 2: Difference in between current Abuja urban mobility practices and an ideal Sustainable Urban 
mobility system in the face of COVID19 

Our kind of public transport system, though peculiar with African setting and a few climes in Asia, is 
that which is largely dominated by private operators in a largely informal system. The table below 
summarize the outlook in Abuja in comparison to an Ideal sustainable urban mobility scenario.
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TODAY'S URBAN TRANSPORT PRACTICES, THE 
COVID19 MEASURES AND THE GAPS

ATTRIBUTES IDEAL NIGERIAN CITIES IMPLICATION FOR COVID19 MGT IN 

NIG. 

Public 

transport 

vehicles 

Made up of high 

capacity organized 

systems (BRT, 

Metro, Light 

Rail/Tram) fully 

regulated. 

Largely informal and made up of 

High capacity buses, shared 

taxis, staff buses of government 

and other corporate entities  

- Overloading   

- enforcement of COVID19 

measures such as vehicle 

decontamination difficult  

- Susceptible to spread of the 

virus 

Ownership government, 

defined private 

sector operators or 

PPP 

Multiple: government, then 

Unions, corporate offices, few 

private companies, dominantly 

owned by individuals who don’t 

have more than 2 vehicles in 

their fleet 

- Regulating and 

implementing measures is an 

uphill task. 

- Susceptible to spread of the 

virus.  

- implementing palliatives is 

difficult 

Data Automated, readily 

available and 

warehoused with 

known institutions 

Manual, fragmented, 

unavailable in some cases 

- No sufficient empirical data 

to guide planning and 

effective decision making, 

- Not all users not known  

- contact tracing impossible 

Fare 

payment  

Integrated, e-

payments 

Manual/cash, few digital - Susceptible to spread of the 

virus because of the human 

interface 

Terminals 

and stops 

Organized, 

designated, built and 

managed 

Few designated areas, 

anywhere along the roads 

- Implementing measures 

such as terminal 

decontamination difficult 

- Contact tracing difficult  

- Susceptible to spread of the 

virus 

Regulations  Appropriately 

regulated 

Fragmented 

regulations/enforcement, 

sometimes over regulated 

(SSATP) 

- Control is difficult 

Last Mile  Efficient cycling 

infrastructure and 

systems, electric 

scooter and similar 

Motorcycles and tricycles, 

though banned in certain areas, 

such areas have less last mile 

connectivity.  

- Susceptible to spread of the 

virus 

- Increases poverty 

Private car Deemphasized Car centric: development 

focuses on the demand side 

synonymous with building and 

expanding wide roads for cars 

- Authorities may not be able 

to effectively control  

commuting 

- Informal systems 

encouraged 

 



In climes where organized public transport  

system is given prominent attention, it is easy to 

give instructions on the need for compliance to 

measures during emergencies and situations as 

COVID19, and there will be no concerns with 

compliance, unlike our current situation where 

security personnel are pursuing operators all over 

the place to enforce compliance .

From the above table, it is clear that the 

fundamental reason for inadequacy of measures 

to prevent the spread of COVID19, and more 

efficient urban mobility system, and substantial 

noncompliance to the measures is not just about 

operators disobedience, or inability of the 

secur i ty  agencies / taskforce to  enforce 

compliances, it is because the mobility system of 

today is not wired for efficiency and control in 

circumstances as COVID19. It is also no surprise 

that different palliatives have been rolled out to 

save other sectors and sub-sectors without 

specific intervention to the urban transport sub-

sector. 

In simple language therefore, the solution is 

developing sustainable urban mobility. Which 

means redirecting urban transport development 

resources to organized public transport with 

particular reference to BRT, light rail/tram, metro, 

and Non-motorized Transportation, which are 

cycling and walking. 

This will be at the expense of current practices 

where urban transport development and 

investments centers on building wide roads and 

complementary infrastructure that makes cars the 

prime mode of urban transport, thereby 

promoting informal transport for majority of 

commuters who cannot afford a car. This 

recommendation is based on the EASI conceptual 

framework that has become the guiding principle 

for sustainable urban mobility development 

globally.

EASI Conceptual
Framework

 
Establish an effective
and responsible 
governance system
with adequate:
 

ENABLE

Institutions
human
resources
financing

AVOID SHIFT IMPROVE

Minimize the need
forindividual

motorized travel
through adequate

land-use and
transport planning
and management.

Increase or 
maintain shares of

more socially & 
environmentally

sustainable modes
(public Transport,
walking, cycling). 

Improve the 
efficiency and 

safety of transport
modes & services
while minimizing 

their
environmental

footprint.

Governace
efciency

Land use
efciency

Multimodal
transport system

efciency

Road space use &
vehicle efciency

WHAT SHOULD WE HAVE DONE?
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Fig. 3: EASI Conceptual Framework



Watch out for the COVID19 
recovery plans in our clime� for 

transport it will address 
such big things as aviation 

and maritime� and at the best� 
cross border� interstate and 
freight transports� not such 

�little things” as Urban 
Mobility� except there is a push 

“

”– Emmanuel John, 
Sustainable Transport Expert Nigeria

A city with such sustained, huge 
investments in wide roads for cars 

certainly has the resources to 
develop a high-quality BRT 

network and excellent facilities 
for walking and cycling. Why 

can't this happen here in Abuja� 
– Chris Kost, 

Director, ITDP Africa, Kenya

“

”



Following the unprecedented population upsurge 

and increase in commercial activities in the 

capital city, congestion intensified and transport 

became a huge challenge. It was in response to 

this that between 2003 and 2004, the Federal 

Capital Territory Administration embarked on 

series of transport reforms. Among this reform 

was the injection in 2004 of hundreds of high 

capacity brand new buses and public taxis 

patterned after the London taxi. 

1. The “El Rufai” Buses and London Taxi of 

2003/2004

The buses came as a big relief and managed by the 

Abuja Urban Mass Transit Company Limited 

(AUMTC). 

Although the Company establishment was in 

1984 and formally incorporated as a company in 

1989, to provide intra-city transport services.  As 

the largest bus transportation company in 

Nigeria, with a staff strength of 518, AUMTCO 

took off with funds totaling over N1.3b, which 

were to be used for the procurement of about 500 

high- capacity buses for designated routes in the 

FCT, including Abuja-Mararaba, Abuja-Bwari, 

Abuja-Kuje, Abuja-Gwagwalada, and Abuja-

Suleja respectively. 

To achieve the above, it is important to look at 

some efforts to develop public transport in the 

past and how they performed. These includes the 

following amongst others:

2.The 2013/2014 Abuja Urban Transport 

Reforms

Similarly, to address the apparent low quality of 

taxi services, the new reform led to the injection of 

brand new executive Peugeot brand of vehicles 

which were given to taxi operators on higher 

purchase through the Abuja Leasing Company. 

Although this was supposed to be a major 

landmark reform in the public transport services 

in Abuja, the project could not be sustained due to 

several factors among which are, a likely poor 

conception; the about $10m USD used to 

purchase 110 “London Taxis” cabs which were 

given to individuals as a form of empowerment, 

and the so called El-Rufai High capacity buses 

were sufficient to form the foundation for a tram 

system or BRT as was the case of Amsterdam. 

Today, the taxi reform is completely dead and a 

number of the buses are parked up as can be seen 

in  the AUMTC bus yard along Kubwa 

Expressway, Katampe and the taxis near Berger 

yard in Utako.

Similarly, following the partial subsidy removal 

on petroleum products in 2012 and the need to 

enhance quality transport services, a new regime 

of transport reforms began in 2013 to 2014. This 

included, the ban on min buses from the city 

center and injection of new buses both directly 

into the pull of AUMTC, injection through the 

Subsidy Reinvestment and Empowerment 

Program (SURE-P) of high capacity buses to 

PREVIOUS URBAN MOBILITY 
EFFORTS IN ABUJA
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Some of the dilapidated El�Rufai Buses | Credit� @Sahara Report�e abandoned London taxi cabs | Credit� @Premium Times 



With 70% of Abuja workforce living outside, most of who spend up to 51% of their income 
to come into the city center in the morning and return in the evening daily, speaks of  the 

need to look again at the land use and housing policy, and it is unthinkable how we have not 
been  able to  provide efficient public transport system to bridge the gap. But the gaps 

exposed by COVID19 indicates that we should do it this time.

“

”– Adeyemi Omidiji, PhD
Executive Secretary, 

 Transportation Growth Initiative

To date, more than 700 companies 
globally have signed a host of open letters 

to world leaders, calling on them to 
ensure that economic stimulus packages 

tackle both the impacts of the 
coronavirus and the ongoing climate 

crisis. 
- World Economic Forum

“

”

Transportation is intrinsic  to everyday 
life, it is cardinal to the health and socio-

economic well-being of citizens, which 
suggest that every COVID19 economic 
recovery plan and poverty reduction 
efforts must have sustainable urban 
transport as a strategic component. 



organized transport unions and introduction of the 

SUTE-P Taxi given to taxi operators. Each of the 

vehicles was given out to the beneficiaries based 

on three-year lease period with 10 per cent 

subsidy on the total cost of the vehicles.

This brought some order and quality into 

transport services, but again just as the 2004 

reform,  the sustenance of these efforts leaves 

much to be desired as many of these vehicles were 

out of service 4 years later. This again point to the 

rather inappropriate direction of the investment 

when we should build sustainable mobility 

systems rather than focusing on this type of 

empowerment, which could come letter. Only in 

March, 2020 within this period of the pandemic, 

the Minister of the Federal Capital Territory, 

following almost the same pattern of London Taxi 

and SURE-P Taxi, bought 33 brand new cars and 

distributed to tricycle riders (KEKE NAPEP) for 

taxi to cushion the effect of tricycle restriction in 

the city.

In 2007, the Abuja BRT was conceptualized to 

provide transport services along Nyanya – 

Mararaba corridor which is notorious for traffic 

congestion over the years. The project had 

strategic relevance to the socio-economic life of 

residents and the nation and supports the SDGs 

3. The Failed Abuja BRT Effort

climate change action. The Total cost of the first 

phase of the project was estimated at $158.10m 

USD, to this end, the Africa Development Bank 

declared its support and approved $50m USD 

with support of another $50m funded through a 

co-financing arrangement utilising the Clean 

Technology Fund, and Nigeria was  to provide the 

remaining $58.10m USD .   Meanwhile, 

feasibilities had been completed and the existing 

high capacity buses were used to do trial but with 

resistance from unions and the private sector. 

Overall  the project failed.

Same year, 2007, the Abuja light rail project was 

awarded. The entire metro system, comprising 

290 kilometers (180 miles), is being built by 

China Civil Engineering and Construction Corp 

at a cost of $824 million, partly funded by loans 

from the Export-Import Bank of China, which is 

providing 60 percent, according to the Abuja city 

administration. It will span the entire city and will 

be developed in six phases. The first phase 

comprising Lot 1a and lot 3 lasted 10 years with 

reviews before it was commissioned on July, 

2018. At commissioning, the 24km rail had only 3 

terminals and the coaches move thrice a day and a 

bit slow in speed to command adequate 

patronage, besides, last mile connectivity is 

needed.  
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4. Non-Motorized Transportation Efforts in 

Abuja

 A 2013 study of Abuja roads for recovery of cycle 

lanes showed that at the point of construction, in 

many places, the cycle lanes, which exist in the 

design, were possibly merged with pedestrian 

walkways, so you have 5m walkway in some 

places that are neither commercial centers nor 

secretariats to generate pedestrian trips for such 

walkway capacity. In other areas, they were 

suspected to have been merged into green areas or 

ignored with housing fences encroached on, 

except for Yakubu Gowon Way, in Asokoro where 

the cycle lane and pedestrian walkway are 

constructed and clearly demarcated. The study 

Contrary to popular perception of complete 

ignorance of authorities about NMT, the Abuja 

urban transport study of 1982 clearly recognizes 

cycle lanes as part of Abuja roads, and the design 

of arterials have cycle lanes on them clearly 

defined.

indicated that the cycle lanes can be recovered. 

Generally, there has been series of campaigns and 

advocacy for cycling in Abuja, and indeed a 2017 

National Council of Transportation policy 

resolution that selected Abuja as a pilot scheme 

for a national cycling uptake, but this is yet to 

manifest and there are much to be seen as to what 

plans are in place upscale cycling as a means of 

transport.

On the other hand, Abuja have some substantial 

kilometers of pedestrian walkways with trees to 

provide shades, but that are in some places  

truncated, incomplete encroached  upon and 

drivers parking thereon, but these walkways are 

recoverable as well.

The city's car-centric mind set made provision of 

pedestrian facilities looks more like an 

afterthought. This is seen in the construction of 

pedestrian bridges, laybys and similar facilities 

coming many years after roads are completed and 

in use. The bridges are seldom used and the 

barriers to prevent crossing are repeatedly pulled 

12

�e Permanent Secretary Federal Ministry Of Transportation� Mr� Sabiu Zakari �middle�� in comany of Emmanuel John of 
Transportation Growth Initiativeand Carly Koinage of UNEP taking a ride during the later�s program in Cape Town� South Africa



except the taxi operators themselves who think 

this will put some of them out of business.  It was 
st

to be implemented from 1  October 2018 but the 

last we heard about it was that it was suspended.

The design of Abuja city, from the land use to a bit 

of the housing system is much of the US cities 

than the compact cities of Europe, with this in 

mind, we look at Huston Texas, in the United 

State, land area designated for car use is 75% on 

the total land area in the CBD; this includes public 

parking facilities, parking lot in buildings, and 

roads/streets. The question therefore is, if cars 

alone takes 75% of a city land area, what else is 

left for the owner of the city, this brings to mind 

the wise saying that “the world exist for people, so 

are cities, not for cars”. This looks similar to 

Abuja in our opinion; where all streets are wide 

with large spaces on both sides, even the 

One big concern with motorization is the space 

the car occupies in a city. Come to think of it, how 

much space really does the car occupy in the city 

of Abuja? Whereas, there is no empirical study to 

lay hand on in the course of this paper, but 

different scenarios exist that gives us an idea. 

5. The Attempted Taxi Reform of  2018

How will this fit a pregnant woman, one carrying 

load, persons with disability, elderly persons, and 

people with health challenge? Little wonder that 

many are seen dashing on foot through the high 

speed traffic, sometimes directly under the 

bridge. This design negates the principles of 

Sustainable urban mobility and Universal access 

exemplified in Fig. 4, road user hierarchy in order 

of priority on page 17, which put pedestrians first, 

then cyclists, public transport, urban freight, with 

individual car mobility coming last.   

In 2018, there was another attempt at reforming 

urban mobility in Abuja with a published 

guidelines that was especially designed to change 

the face of taxi usage in the city. The guidelines 

was so beautiful, intended to improve the quality 

of service, instill discipline and improve security 

and safety, and was commended by stakeholders 

down because using the bridge places extra 

burden on pedestrians, for instance, a pedestrian 

coming from UBA in Garki Area 3 to cross to 

Commerce Plaza will have his journey increased 

by nearly a kilometer if he is to use the bridge, this 

is apart from having to climb a steep staircase of a 

two story building.  

HOW MUCH SPACE DOES THE 
CAR OCCUPY IN ABUJA
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narrowest inner city streets have shoulders (paved 

or unpaved), there are parking facilities 

everywhere, which are yet insufficient and 

making every open space around buildings and 

premises in the city center a parking place.

  

 
There was building of the corporate headquarters 

of a government agencies in Abuja few years ago 

which cost was about N4billion, but, the 

Department of Development Control decline 

approval for construction to continue because the 

parking facility to be provided was considered too 

small. By the time the organization considered the 

acquisition of additional space and include the 

construction in the budget, the total cost of the 

headquarters had jumped to N7billion. This is 

how much the car is costing us.

The city authority started a paid parking in 2013 

A visit to public buildings, malls and government 

offices at peak hours present huge parking burden 

to drivers in Abuja. These include the time one 

spends looking for where to park, the security of 

the car when it is parked in the available space, the 

challenge when one returns and discover that 

someone else have parked blocking the car, and to 

consequences of wrong parking if one is caught. 

which had, among other objectives, to generate 

revenue, instill discipline and to ensure order. But 

many view the initiative to be more revenue 

focused than a comprehensive package to address 

the parking challenge in the city, well, the court 

said it was not backed by law, hence it was stopped 

few months later and life returned to normal.  

Subsequent efforts to enact appropriate laws have 

not succeeded yet. Even if this law is passed and 

paid parking returns, it will not address the 

parking challenges in Abuja, because the problem 

is more comprehensive than the focus of the last 

experiment, except if the scope is expanded 

beyond that experiment. One cannot blame people 

for driving under current circumstances because 

the car is more convenient at the moment, of 

course the egocentric attachment to the car is 

another issue.

We must priorities organized public transport and 

cycling to reduce cars in circulation daily, make 

owning a car expensive, this will push residents 

away from the love of the car to use public 

transport, while also riding bicycle. This will 

recover public spaces and return them to the 

original owners, the people.   
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WHAT WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS SCENARIOS?

2. Limited expertise and knowledge/awareness 

on the value of sustainable urban mobility: 

Current urban mobility development and 

practices leaves much to be desired, and indicates 

the need to improve the  knowledge of those who 

preside over and implement mobility projects and 

initiatives in Nigeria, and particularly in Abuja. In 

a study published by the World Bank, Africa 

Sustainable Transport Program (SSATP) where  

20 major cities of Africa were studied, cities 

where human capacity improved were the same 

cities that sustainable transport services equally 

improved. We will not have what we currently 

h a v e  i f  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  a n d  p r o j e c t 

planners/implementers know better. Interestingly, 

the citizens for whom sustainable urban mobility 

system are being advocated are equally not 

adequately aware, to demand for what is right.

development of sustainable urban mobility a 

possibility. 

1. Absence of a clear vision with a standalone 

strategy or master plan: Absence of a clear and 

inclusive short, medium and long-term vision 

backed by a standalone strategy or master plan for 

urban transport development, that should be 

subject to periodic but defined timeline of review 

en tandem with changing t imes is  one 

fundamental reason. Transport as a component of 

the larger Abuja master plan is already a 

deficiency that negates spotlighting of transport, 

because each time leaders look into the document, 

they see hundreds of issues to attend to, transport 

is only one. A master plan define annual goals, 

role of stakeholders, funding requirements and 

sources, etc, which makes a step by step 

Drawing from different studies, publications and 

analysis which are referenced among the 

resources beneath, the following are likely 

responsible for why efforts to develop organized 

public transport and cycling have largely failed 

over the years in Abuja:
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3. Prioritization: Governments one after another 

have implemented great projects and ideas of 

greater funding needs than the demands of 

sustainable transport, which transport experts 

view as not of equal value and benefits as 

sustainable transport. There is the need to 
Similarly, the general tendency to sustain the 

status quo perhaps for fear of the unknown, the 

increase political will to drive the change we 

need. Budget to transport development are 

limited, yet skewed towards car centric 

developments. 
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notion that certain mobility system like cycling 

are symptomatic of poverty or not needed in our 

clime, and the tendencies to satisfy groups and 

persons based on political considerations may 

have fueled the nature of mobility development in 

Abuja.

4. Funding: A major concern for mobility 

development is the inadequacy of funds to 

implement them. This is a peculiar situation with 

Similarly, funds being used to purchase vehicles 

like London Taxi, Sure-P taxi, and buses to 

individual and transport unions in the past are 

supposed to be available funds for development 

and expansion of public transport system which 

can provide jobs for the same people that we are 

trying to empower. So, while more funds and 

indeed, a dedicated intervention fund is required 

to push sustainable mobility developments, we 

should worry a lot about misdirected investments.

every sector and in developing countries. But 

beyond the insufficiency of funds is investments 

that should focus on sustainable systems; for 

instance the huge amounts being expended in 

Abuja road expansions are sufficient to provide 

efficient public transport system that will convey 

commuters thereby reducing the need for 

individual car use for which purpose the roads are 

being expanded. 

5. Limited investors and support grants: Many 

sustainable urban mobility projects in cities 

across the world are results of PPP, grants and 

donor funding, but with improved longtime  plan, 

and visible commitment of the city/country and 

other earlier enumerated challenges, etc, we could 

attract more investors and donor agencies to fund 

mobility developments. 

There are several sustainable urban mobility 

grants, donor funds and other support funds 

available, that different countries and cities are 

leveraging on for  sustainable mobil i ty 

development, which is not yet much the case with 

Abuja, possibly because we need to set up 

sufficient mechanisms to enable that. 
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SOME EXAMPLES FROM SISTER AFRICAN 
CITIES AND AROUND THE WORLD 

Morocco 
On the frontline of the Moroccan Government's 

climate change agenda is transportation, this is 

evident in the massive investments to develop 

sustainable urban mobility projects across cities 

in the country. Within the transport component of 

the climate change agenda, Morocco have 

implemented and continued the expansion of 4 

tramlines,  and ongoing 3 BRT lines in 

Casablanca. In Marrakech, an all-electric BRT 

was completed in 2016 alongside a public bike 

share where residents can rent bicycles. Similarly, 

Rabat the countries capital have the tramlines that 

are been expanded to meet the greenhouse gas 

reduction targets. To crown it was the recently 

launched first African all-electric, high speed light 

rail that runs between Rabat and Casablanca 

enabling workers resident in Rabat to go to work 

in Casablanca.
 
South Africa
South Africa, like morocco has dovetailed its 

sustainable transport expansions into its climate 

change agenda, though some of the projects 

predate the Paris agreements, they are all in line 

with the climate change agenda. In doing this, 

Johannesburg and Cape Town operates BRTs, 

Egypt
Cairo operates an integrated network of public 

transport system including trams, metro and a 

propose BRT services as part of the countries 

climate change mitigation program, amongst 

other objectives, series of expansions on the 

public transport projects are being planned to 

meet their emission reduction target. In addition, 

the city of cairo, working with UN Habitat and 

other partners commence a bike share project in 

central cairo in 2017 with funding secured from 

Drosos Foundation. The first phase consist of 

20km bike lanes in 6.4km2 with 650 bicycles and 

while 3 or more other cities have ongoing projects 

on BRT. The Gautrain, is another successful 

sustainable transport project, it operates a train 

and bus services which utilize cashless single 

reloadable smart card payment system. Different 

cycling initiatives exist in many cities including 

bike share.  While the COVID19 crises last, the 

South African government through the Minister 

of Transportation provided national measures to 

guide transportation nationwide, from which 

cities draw from. Most public transport system 

including the Gautrain and BRTs in the different 

cities operated at 50% installed capacity.
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70 docking stations. In Cairo, the Metro operated 

at 50% installed capacity during the COVID19 

but to cushion the effect of the shortage arising 

from this, the city increases the number of metro 

cars/coaches and the BRT vehicles. This took care 

of the commuters taken off as a result of the 50% 

measure.
 
Uganda  
Kampala city completed a 10 years non-

motorized transportation master plan in 2012 as 

part of the implementation process, cycling 

infrastructure was need, in 2019 the city 

commenced cycle lane demarcations on arterials 

in the city, and in 2020, the city designated an 

entire streets as NMT Corridor with bicycle lane 

clearly marked. This resulted in cycling upsurge 

around march, 2020, at the advent of the corona 

virus pandemic, the President of Uganda while 

suspending public transportation as part of 

measures to curtail the spread of the virus called 

on all citizens to ride bicycles instead, this has led 

to a cycling boom in just two months.

Adis Ababa
Adis Ababa, apart from its metro and cross 

country electric rail, started a bike share project 

following a 10 year NMT Strategy developed in 

2018. The project has secured funding and current 

tly under development. The first phase includes 

the NMT facility improvements including 

construction of dedicated bicycle lanes, 

deployment of 500 bicycles in 65 stations across 

the city center for residents to rent and ride. As 

part of the COVID19 recovery package, the much 

awaited Adis Ababa BRT project construction 
thwas flagged off on 27  June 2020, in the midst of 

the global financial crunch.  

UK
Generally, throughout the pick of the COVID19 

pandemic and the resultant lockdowns and 

restrictions, the air quality in cities across the 

world significantly improved, as a result of 

reduced automobile use. Many cities across the 

world have since found reason to sustain this air 

quality improvement through investments in 

alternative mobility. One of such cities is the UK 

national government which has released two 

billion pounds (£2b) to bust cycling during and 

post COVID19 pandemic, from this amount, a 

fastrack £250m pounds was released to 

municipalities to develop pop up bike lanes 

(emergency temporal bike lanes) to urgently 

make cycling and walking safe and attractive as 

the  bes t  soc ia l  d i s tanc ing  measure  in 

transportation, while the grand cycling 

infrastructure is being developed. The £2b is a 

part of a total £5b funds for cycling revolution 

announced by the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson 

in February this year. Many other countries such 

as Germany, France, Netherlands, etc, have 

similar initiatives.
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To begin with, let me quote the words of the UN 

Habitat Executive Director, Mrs. Maimuna 

Moh'd Sharif who said “transport is the make or 

break in the efforts to achieve the climate 

change agenda because it's hardest to 

decarbonize”. Without doubt transport account 

for 25% of global CO2 emissions according to 

IEA 2019 CO2 Emission from fuel report, and it is 

said to grow the fastest than any other sector. Of 

this, 72% of the transport emission comes from 

road vehicles, which accounted for 80% of the 

rise in emissions from 1970-2010.

Similarly, based on the global figure above and 

the Nigeria figure as analyzed from p98 of the 

report, transport accounts for 69.7% of CO2 

emission in Nigeria and 98% of this is from road 

transport vehicles alone.  In other climes 

especially the developed nations, electricity/heat 

and manufacturing have higher representation 

than transport compared to Nigeria. This strong 

representation of transport elicited the analysis by 

actors at the different Conference of Parties to the 

Paris agreement respectively, the outcome shows 

the critical role of transportation leading to the 

approval of the “analysis of transportation 

relevance in 12 of the 17 SDGs” which was 

jointly done by UN-Habitat, UNEP and SLoCaT, 

with contribution of other stakeholders. 

Following this, it was therefore expected that 

sustainable transport development is factored into 

all climate changes issues including the Voluntary 

Nationally Determined Contributions (VNDC). 

But the Nigeria VNDC is largely focused on 

addressing gas flaring and deforestation, hence 

the annual reports of Nigeria arising from this 

does not show any major effort on urban mobility 

were the greater part of the road transport 

emission comes from. 

On the appropriation Acts of the Ministry and its 

parastatals annually, it is common place to see 

budget sub-heads as tree planting, industrial 

pollution prevention and control, water pollution 

prevention and control, etc, but one never finds 

transport pollution and control, and the question 

is,    why?  There are several initiatives, local and 

foreign, under the Ministry that could facilitate 

action on this, and we call on the ministry to seen 

the importance of transport emission mitigation. It 

was great news when it came out in the news that 

Again, apart from the national vehicle emission 

control program of NESREA, which focuses on 

testing of vehicle emission to see which exceeds 

standards and punish perpetrators, there are no 

vis ible  act ivi ty  under  the ,Ministry of 

Environment to address transport emissions.  
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the green bond been facilitated by the ministry in 

2018/2019 have BRT along Kubwa corridor as a 

component, but it leaves much to be heard how 

that went.

It is also worthy of note that the Federal Ministry 

of Transportation's Solar Powered Tricycles 

Project which intends to replace the current, 

nearly 500,000 2-stroke polluting tricycles in 

commercial use is a laudable project, in terms of 

emissions, if fully implemented. although,  

tricycles will remain tricycles, solar powered, or 

PMS powered, and to that extent, the regular 

complexities associated with them will still be 

there. Hence, we should implement this as a short 

to medium term electrification/climate change 

mitigation plan while focusing on efficient 

organized public transport system combined with 

cycling and walking as long term plan. Fig.5 

below shows the 3 likely scenario and resultant 

differences in benefits.

Funding is a general challenge with project 

development in the global south, and particularly 

in a developing country as Nigeria. Nigeria has a 

transport infrastructure deficit of about $45 

billion according to Rt. Hon. Chibuike Rotimi 

Amaechi, Minister of Transportation.  Which 

means truly that we do not have sufficient funds 

compared to the developed climes. For instance, 

in  a  2011 analysis ,  the Nigeria 's  road 

construction, maintenance and road safety 

budgets combined for 1999 to 2009 was about 

$1b, whereas the tiny Island Israel with 

population of 8.8m people and a land area of 
2 22,145km spent between $1b and 1.7b on road 

A gentle  reminder  that  urban mobil i ty 

developments are closely related to climate 

change mitigation and other goals of the SDGs, 

based on this and as stated earlier, this means that 

the Ministry of Environment and the Office of the 

Senior Special Assistance to the President on 

Sustainable Developments Goals should have 

budgets for transport ,  because efficient 

sustainable urban mobility contributes greatly to 

the realization of their own objectives, it's the 

practice in many cities across the world. Apart 

from this, some transport developments provide 

active mobility system that are closely linked to 

better health and road safety, making some 

countries and cities to draw from Health budgets.
  

construction and maintenance each year for the 

same period.  This indicates that we truly do not 

have enough funds. 

No doubt, provision of inter-city transport 

infrastructure is the responsibility of states and 

local government. However, interventions is 

required for States to upscale sustainable 

transport in their territories. For Abuja which is a 

Federal Capital Territory, it is no longer news that 

the Federal Government has been involved in 

previous projects to provide effective public 

transport system. But for a time as this, a fastract 

intervention fund beyond the budget will be 

required to set machineries in motion, both for 

organized public transport systems and for 

cycling and walking infrastructure and services as 

was the case with the UK. But also importantly is 

the need for open support from the President, as 

was the case in Uganda, because the President's 

body language is known to make a difference in 

how MDAs and States take steps.

DO WE REALLY LACK FUNDS?

WHY INTERVENTIONS FROM THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS CRITICAL
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1. We expected the Economic Sustainability Plan 

and the various fiscal and non-fiscal measures by 

the Central Bank and the Federal Government so 

far to have specific interventions for urban 

transportation development. Because we think 

From the foregoing, we must accept that while the 

efforts of the FCT and Federal Government in 

transport development is commendable, the 

output, from the point of sustainability, and the 

obvious gaps indicates that more needs to be done. 

On the whole, we  must set machineries in place to 

urgently reform transport systems in the capital 

city to redirect it towards greater sustainability, 

safety, health and socioeconomic well-being of 

residents, a modern city which sustainable 

mobility system should be a model to all.  Worthy 

of specific mention are, that:

that urban transport is critical to the health and 

socio-economic well-being of citizens in the 

COVID19 Pandemic recovery process? 

2. Current thriving transport development 

scenarios in big cities globally are dependent on 

huge investments directly by governments or 

public private partnerships, and not transport 

systems largely provided by individuals and small 

companies. The challenges of previous public 

transport efforts should leads us to other better 

options as outlined in this document.

3. While compliance to the Abuja master plan is 

important, there is need to take advantage of the 

wide roads  by taking portions out for creation of 

cycle lanes and public transport corridors. The 

traditional transport development synonymous 

SUMMARY
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4. The debate that emphasize the implementation 

of the Abuja master plan as reason for the nature 

of developments no longer hold waters, first 

because if the visioniers of Abuja did not foresee 

sustainable urban mobility, the landmark 

provisions of public transport infrastructure and 

cycling lanes couldn't have been found in the 

design of the master plan. But also transport 

issues in the 80s will not be the same transport 

issues in 2020, hence the need to move on if the 

master plan is the excuse.

with building wide roads for speeding cars that 

makes personal driving most reliable mode of 

transport is no longer a symbol of progress 

globally, the rest of the world are narrowing 

roadways by fetching portions to create BRTs, 

Trams and cycling lanes because this is the 

equitable and sustainable way to go. 

 6. There is not much that can be done under 

current circumstances to prevent transportation 

from continuing to be a conduit pipe for 

distributing COVID19, especially in the urban 

mobility sub-sector except enforcement of 

stringent measures which have biting effect on 

both the operators and the users.  This means that 

the published guidelines needs to be strictly 

complied with, and with appropriate enforcement 

while palliative for all operators needs to be 

considered   

5.The insufficient funds for public transport 

development should be addressed taken 

advantage of the several avenues highlighted in 

this paper, but it is essential to improve the 

political will for implementing sustainable public 

transport system. Because transport is a basic 

human necessity that facilitates many other 

things.
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
WHAT WE NEED TO DO
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In the light of the foregoing, the following are 

therefore  careful ly  recommended.  The 

recommendations are intended to address the 

general gaps, ensure that future circumstances as 

COVID19 does not have significant impact on 

transportation as witnessed, and to provide 

avenue to accelerate the development of public 

transport and non-motorized transport. 

A. Immediate (short term) Recommendation

2. FCT having the best network of wide roads, 

arguably in Africa, should implement the 

outcome of the 2017 National council on 

transportation resolution which stated that “a 

pilot scheme for Non-Motorized Transport 

(Cycling) be undertaken in the FCT and that the 

Federal Ministry of Transportation should write 

to all the States to explore the adoption of NMT 

especially in the tertiary institutions”  This 

resolution also conforms to the 2019 National 

1. Intervention funds and recovery measures on 

COVID19 should have as its component,  

development of sustainable urban mobility 

systems with particular focus on BRT, Light Rail, 

Tram and cycling in Abuja. In addition, the 

Honbourable Minister and Management of FCT 

should lead the call for inclusion of sustainable 

urban mobility projects in the Economic 

Sustainability Plan (ESP) recently developed by 

the Presidential Committee.

Council on Works which states that “Council 

approve the review of existing road design 

pract ices ,  pol icies  and framework for 

implementation of appropriate measures on 

non-motorized transportation in Nigeria, in line 

with global best practices of re-engineering cities 

for people rather than for cars”. In this regards, a 

pilot (first phase) 100km protected bicycle lane 

should be implemented in the next 6 months 

August 2020 to February 2021. This could be on  

Ahmadu Bello/Abdul Salam Abubakar Way, and 

Obafemi Awolowo/Harbert Macaulay/Moshood 

Abiola Ways. 

3. Drawing from the Abuja Master plan and the 

Abuja Transport Study of 1982 as updated, Abuja 

should set up mechanisms to develop a 10 year 

comprehensive short, medium and long term 

vision for sustainable urban mobility and a 

standalone transport master plan. This has become 

an urgent need.

4. There is need to improve knowledge and 

expertise on sustainable urban mobility. In this 

regard, machineries should be set out for 

structured increase in knowledge and expertise of 

all actors; project planners, engineers, traffic 

enforcement authori t ies  and personnel , 

responsible persons for operations, and other 

persons involved in urban mobility development 

and management in Abuja. Short courses could 
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How we usually plan streets

A more equitable approach

6. Transport project consultants, contractors and 

other service providers must be assess against the 

backdrop of their expertise on sustainable urban 

mobility prior to their engagements in whatever 

form.
7. There is the need for a comprehensive study on 

the transport implications of the COVID19 to 

provide a documentation and reference point to 

enable empirical bases for future development.

8. Implement safety retrofits in at least 20 

intersections, especially on envisaged NMT 

corridors and areas with high rate of crashes, and 

prioritizing cycling and walking.

bridge this gap in the short and medium term.

5. Implement a 20km BRT within Abuja city 

centre to collect traffic from the entry point and 

distribute same across the city which should be 

integrated with the bicycle lanes.

9. A quick intervention is required to complete the 

Abuja-Airport metro line and to facilitate the 

provision of last mile connectivity to terminals 

with shuttle buses.  An online ticketing program 

or pre-loaded card needs to be urgently 

implemented, this should be replicated at the 

Abuja-Kaduna rail. 

B. Medium -Long Term Recommendations 

1. In the next ten (10) years, implementation of 

BRT along Abuja-Mararaba-Masaka and Zuba-

2. In the next five (5) years, implement 500km 

protected bicycle lanes on roads with speed above 

30km/h within the city of Abuja, that is 

100km/annum.

6. Collaborate with initiatives and advocacy 

groups and organizations as Open Streets Abuja to 

5. Consider the need for implementation of bike 

share program that enable city residents who have 

national identity card or other forms of acceptable 

identity to rent bicycles for use within the city. 

This in the long run, combined with BRT, will 

enable designation of car free areas and streets 

within the city centre.

3. In the next five (5) years, implement re-

engineering including safety retrofit at 

intersections prioritizing cyclist, pedestrians and 

BRT while pursuing speed reduction measures 

city wide. 

Kubwa Federal Secretariate corridors. 

4. A comprehensive study of staff busses and other 

personnel transport program of MDAs, and their 

respective annual budgets needs to be conducted, 

to understand the extent of the obvious 

inefficiencies. This will enable the possibility to 

phase out such system, and restructuring the 

accruing annual expenditure into a public 

transport system for Abuja, and can be replicated 

in other cities of Nigeria.
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boost public knowledge and create wider 

awareness on Sustainable Urban Mobility and 

place making. This include city wide car 

f r e e / O p e n  S t r e e t   d a y s  a n d  C h i e f 

Executives/Politicians  using public transport and 

riding bicycles on chosen days.

7. A strategic parking reform should be embarked 

upon with appropriate legislation which targets, 

restoring paid parking and reorganize parking 

facilities. There is also the need to consider 

congestion and emission charges. This should 

include working with relevant housing authorities 

to facilitate provision of parking facilities for 

bicycle on all public buildings, corporate offices, 

malls/markets, transport terminals, garages, bus 

stops, etc. The overall aim of these is achieving 

organized parking and discouraging car 

ownership and use. 

1. Sustainable urban mobility systems with 

particular focus on BRT, Light Rail, Tram and 

cycling should be included in the Economic 

Sustainability Plan (ESP) recently developed by 

the Presidential Committee on under the 

leadership of the Vice President, His Excellency, 

Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, SAN. Similarly, other 

COVID19 recovery interventions should factor in 

sustainable transport systems. These should 

prioritize Abuja and Lagos

2. A structured appraisal of current transport 

curriculum in Universities needs to be done 

nationally, and updated, where necessary, to 

reflect current realities, this will facilitate not only 

professionalization  in line with the new transport 

cadre in the public service, but also turning out 

sustainable transport-ready experts. 

C. Recommendations Requiring Federal 

Government (at the national level) Attention
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�e Velib Bike share in Paris France� uses automated card for renting bicycles and the bicycle could be dropped in other stations  



 

3. Pursue the reduction of national urban speed 

from 50km/h to 30km/h inline with global 

ministerial conference on road safety 2020 

resolutions.

4. A national sustainable urban mobility policy 

should be developed to provide guidance on 

current and future development. Though this exist 

as a chapter in the draft National Transport Policy, 

a singled out document that provide clear and 

more detailed content is required. We may not 

have to create a Ministry of Urban Transport 

development like India, but a focused urban 

mobility department in the Ministry of 

Transportation may be required both to manage 

the policy and support States and cities alike in 

facilitating developments.

5. The Federal Ministry of Environment, its 

agencies and the Office of the Senior Special 

Assistance to Mr President of Sustainable 

Development Goals should as a matter of urgency 

bring sustainable transport into focus in the 

climate change agenda, set strong goals for 

adaptation and resilience of transportation 

systems. It should spotlight transport in the 

VNDC and the many green initiatives, with 

appropriate funding from their respective budgets 

and from development funds. This should be 

replicate at state levels including Abuja. 

6. The Federal Ministry of transportation working 

8. A national regulation on automation and 

digitization of transport is long overdue. A 

situation where transport companies operate 

without functional website, no online payment 

systems and other online services, and  

government transportation projects are 

completed for commissioning when the online 

platforms are not set should be addressed. In this 

regard, a national regulation should be developed. 

And transport companies that are already 

automated should be encouraged. E-hailing 

companies should equally be encouraged but with 

more appropriate regulations that guarantees 

greater transparency and open data.

7. The Central Bank of Nigeria has been 

tremendous in providing interventions for critical 

sectors of the economy, before, during and indeed 

after the covid19 pandemic. We call on the CBN 

to consider a strategic intervention to put 

sustainable urban mobility development in the 

spotlight in the next 5years.

with other relevant organs of government should 

publish comprehensive guidance and measures 

f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  C O V I D 1 9  f r o m 

transportation point of view nationwide as was 

the case with South Africa, Kenya and Egypt 

amongst others. All terms in the measures may 

not be binding on States but would have provided 

a guidance from which states could draw from.
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