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The Joint Oil Data Initiative 
A success story in strengthening 

international co-operation on statistics

Jean-Yves Garnier

Head, Energy Statistics Division
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How JODI started…
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Evolution of oil prices ($/bl)

Blame on statistics?
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Political Call + Technical Answer = Basis

Bangkok

2-3 April 2001

Decision taken to 

launch a 6-month 

exercise

Riyadh
17-19 Nov. 2000

Political

Ministers at the 

7th IEF Meeting

Technical

Heads of Statistics 

in Paris

Paris
13-14 Nov. 2000

• There are many problems with 

definitions, units, methodology

• Organisation can solve some of the 

problems

• Involvement of countries is essential
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At first: an exercise!

JODI format

 Production

 Imports

 Exports

  Closing

  Change

 Refinery Intake

Crude Oil

 Stocks

Petroleum Products

LPG Gasoline Kerosene
Gas/Diesel 

Oil
Fuel Oil Total Oil

 Refinery Output

 Imports

 Exports

  Closing

  Change

 Demand

 Stocks

Simple 

Definitions

Choice of units left to 

organisations 

A Simple Format 

(42 data points) Unit: 
Country:

Month:

Month -1 and Month -2
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International Energy 

Forum Conferences

JODI Conferences

Inter-Secretariat Working 

Group Meetings

Amst.
May 04

Mexico
May 02

Paris
Dec 03

Working together :

a long process but 

worthwhile !

Riyadh
Nov. 01

Mexico
May 02

Luxem.
Jan 02

Vienna
Apr 02

Madrid
July 00

Bangkok
Apr 01

Paris
Nov 00

Riyadh
Nov 00

Vienna
May 01

Vienna
Oct 01

Amst.
May 04

Vienna
Jan 03

Paris
July 02

Paris
Dec 03

Vienna
Jun 04

Paris
Nov 05

Riyadh
Jan 05

Paris
Jul 05

Riyadh
Nov 05

Cairo
Oct 03

Bali
Oct 04

Osaka
Sep 02

Luxem.
Jan 06

Vienna
Sep 06

N York
May 06

Riyadh
Nov 06

Doha
May 06

Paris
Nov 07

Paris
Oct 08

Luxem.
June 08

Vienna
Mar 09

Quito
June 09

Rome
May 08

Bogota
July 10

Cancun
Mar 10

Paris
Dec 10

Ryadh
2011
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Co-ordination – How it works

Country
B3

Country
B1

Country
B2JODI Database

Country
A1

Country
A3

Country
A2

Country
D1 Country

D2

Country
D3

Country
E2

Country
E1

Country
F1

Country
F2

Country
C1

Country
C2

http://www.iea.org/omrep/index.htm
http://www.iefs.net/iefs_iefs.html
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The JODI database – freely available 
and updated every month

The database is now used by analysts, oil companies, 

traders, governments world wide.
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The  

JODI 

Database

The Database is Only 

the Visible Part of the 

Iceberg…

Oil Companies

Oil Analysts

90+ Countries

6 Organisations

+ The IEFS
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On 19 November 2005, an example of how the profile of statistics 

can be raised is the launch of the JODI Database by King Abdullah
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A few additional words

JODI has been a success - achieved by working 

together

Building any global database will not happen over night

A close interaction between organisations, countries and 

the industry is key to move a process

Political backing is essential

JODI Oil has paved the way to a JODI Gas, a JODI 

Capacity and Reserves and possibly a JODI Cereals

Thank you


