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Open letter calling for doubling the share of energy efficient
and fossil-free forms of land transport by 2030

We, representing the multi-stakeholder perspectives of our respective organisations, urge robust action
to double the share of energy efficient and fossil-free forms of land transport for people and goods by
2030. Action should focus on shifts to public transport, walking, cycling and rail freight, as well as
electric vehicles and railways; while drastically scaling up the consumption of renewable energy and
zero emission energy sources, towards fossil-free land transport by 2050.

Transport enables prosperity and livelihoods. In 2021, the sector contributed 7% (USD 6.8 trillion) of the
global gross domestic product and employed 5.6% of the world’s workforce (193 million people). But
under the current paradigms, the transport sector is not on track to achieve its global climate and
sustainability goals. We emphasise that to achieve decarbonised and sustainability pathways, we
urgently need worldwide transformations both in how people and goods are moved and how transport
systems are powered. We need drastic reductions in emissions and energy demand coupled with
improved access to integrated land transport systems that do not use fossil fuels. Making land transport
systems for people and goods more equitable, accessible, healthy, decarbonised, sustainable and
resilient will deliver cost-efficient and cross-cutting solutions at the intersection of equity, economic
development, climate action, health, energy efficiency and renewable energy.

Because of its near complete dependence on fossil fuels and the growing demand for transport, the
transport sector accounted for 20.7% of global fossil fuel CO2 emissions in 2022. In parallel, the share
of renewable energy is only 4.1% of the total final energy demand in transport. Today, road transport
contributes more than three quarters of transport CO2 emissions. Traffic and fossil combustion of land
transport negatively affect air quality, contributing directly to mortality and illnesses. Road crashes
remain the leading cause of death among people under the age of 30 worldwide, especially in Low-
and Middle-Income Countries. Most of the world’s population lacks access to affordable, safe,
sustainable land transport and the demand for transporting people and goods is projected to increase
substantially. This means that emissions, air pollution and energy demand from the land transport
sector will continue rising.

Transport systems and livelihoods are at growing risk due to more frequent extreme weather events
and rising sea level rises. Beyond the often-heavy human toll, the financial losses worldwide from direct
damage to transport assets are huge with the monetary impacts of transport disruptions far exceeding
the damages to the assets.

We underscore the need to enable less energy-demanding transport systems, less car-centric models
for passenger transport and less road-centric models for freight transport, coupled with a just transition
to a phase out of fossil fuels in land transport. Collectively, these actions will bring enormous
opportunities for more inclusive, prosperous, healthy, sustainable and resilient communities. Strong
signals from key energy consuming sectors like transport will also help accelerate the deployment of
renewable energy capacity and infrastructure. Heightened momentum around a global renewable
energy and energy efficiency target in the lead up to COP28 provides an opportunity for accelerating
action between the transport and energy sectors.



It is essential to enhance action and cooperation at the international, national and sub-national levels
on the policy and financing conditions to enable the acceleration of these transformations. Multi-level
governance, multi-sectoral approaches, multi-stakeholder engagement and public-private cooperation
are also fundamental.

Strategies to transform the transport and energy sectors are interdependent and can be
mutually-reinforcing. Joining forces creates strategic opportunities and multiplies economic, societal
and environmental benefits. It is clear: Incremental action is not enough and will push out of reach a
liveable and equitable future. The transport and energy sectors both need immediate and radical
transformation NOW.

While each country will adopt a nationally determined approach,
there are universal enablers for doubling the share of energy efficient
and fossil-free forms of land transport by 2030.

We call upon governments, climate, development

and private funders, philanthropies, businesses, academia and civil society
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Invest at scale in public and
collective transport, railway, safe

walking, cycling and micro-mobility
networks and infrastructure.
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Set ambitious targets to shift to
electric and zero emissions light-,
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles
and electrified rail.
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Enable the purchase and
production of renewable energy for
land transport.

to take bold and urgent action.

Action areas
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Repurpose funds currently going
towards fossil fuels subsidies in
transport or other polluting activities
towards more sustainable, low
emission and resilient transport of
people and goods.

Set robust standards to increase
vehicle energy efficiency and
reduce vehicle size and volume.
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Strengthen policies, regulations and
training to empower the current
workforce in a just transition

towards transport sector-related
jobs of the future.
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Implement integrated land,
transport and energy planning and
management approaches.
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Implement integrated policies and
regulations to mandate and
incentivise the use of renewable
energy, e.g., renewable electricity,
renewable fuels and
renewable-based fuels.
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Foster knowledge and data sharing,
peer learning and capacity building
for the uptake of sustainable,
low-emission and resilient transport

of people and goods.
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Partnership on Sustainable,
Low Carbon Transport
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https://www.iddri.org/en
https://www.itdp.org/
https://uic.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA6vaqBhCbARIsACF9M6lyU8xMGW5EQW6xbGfl5bMxQhapTI3CdPlm_IKdHj9KN0HiQ2GqAyYaAi67EALw_wcB
https://www.uitp.org/
https://www.wri.org/
https://africrooze.com
https://www.ruralelec.org/
https://www.alstom.com/
https://twitter.com/AYPSD_LAS
https://asociacionsustentar.org/
https://bicitekas.org/
https://bycs.org/
https://cpsurbana.org/
https://www.climate-chance.org/en/
https://cleanairasia.org/
https://concito.dk/en
https://www.criticalmassnairobi.org/
https://cyclecity.org.np/
https://www.despacio.org/
https://dutchcycling.nl/
https://ecopreneur.eu/
https://www.euroclima.org/en/
https://www.edf.org/
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https://ecf.com/
https://eref-europe.org/
https://www.eurist.info/
https://www.fiafoundation.org/
https://ufrn.br/
https://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
https://globaldesigningcities.org/
https://populartransport.net
https://globalrenewablesalliance.org/
https://transport-links.com/about
https://www.facebook.com/kolkatacyclesamaj
https://iclei.org/?gclid=CjwKCAiAx_GqBhBQEiwAlDNAZodxgT4MxQ34hdbictshP4Cu0GmdH6yWCs6BRyDE7q9zHPCLhssSbhoCdtgQAvD_BwE
https://www.cambiarnos.cl/
https://www.ldescouncil.com/
https://www.unmgcy.org/
https://www.michelin.com/en/
https://www.movinonconnect.com/
https://www.pedalforachange.org/
https://www.polisnetwork.eu/
https://reeep.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RidersRightsLebanon/
https://safetipin.com/
https://sharedusemobilitycenter.org
https://www.smartfreightcentre.org/en/
https://sedsbd.org/
https://www.sustainable.org.za/
https://www.sustainabletransportafrica.co.ke/site/
https://transformative-mobility.org/
https://trans-consult.co/
https://transitintelligence.in/
https://www.urbanworldco.in/
https://www.vtpi.org/
https://walk21.com/
https://www.mujeresenmovimiento.net/
https://www.zemia.org/

