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Dear {{ contact.FIRSTNAME | default: "Readers" }},

There is a lot happening right now! In a nutshell; the push toward a Global Goal for Transport, our work to monitor

the UN Decade on behalf of non-state actors, why regionalisation matters for turning all of this into real impact and

the newest NDCs and what they tell us region by region,  You will also find our messages from Bonn, a look ahead

to the High-Level Political Forum in New York, and the latest from across our partnership.

Happy reading and the SLOCAT Secretariat wish you a great summer ahead, our monthly newsletter will be back in

August. 

Carly Gilbert-Patrick

 Secretary General

Spotlighting regional climate commitments

Climate ambition is announced nationally. But transport does not decarbonise in a press release. It decarbonises in

a Pacific port, on a freight line between two Asian cities, along a flood-prone road in West Africa, but the scale has

also to be at all levels; global, national and city level. The distance between where ambition is pledged and where it

has to be delivered is the distance the whole movement now has to cover, and SLOCAT's job is to help close it: with

the evidence, the comparisons and the connective work that enables decision-makers to act. 

As of late May, 118 third-generation NDCs had been submitted, out of 169 countries, covering 85% of all potential

submissions (counting EU as 27 different NDCs). Of those, 88% now include actions to cut transport emissions and

64% address adaptation and resilience. Those global headline figures tell you that the sector is appearing as a

solution in climate commitments. What they cannot tell you is where, or how, or who is leading. 

Going region by region gives a much sharper picture of climate commitments;

 Africa contributes the least to global transport emissions and carries the strongest future ambition: more than

half of every transport resilience target on the planet sits in African plans. 
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Latin America has written a modal shift into national climate policy at a scale no other region matches. 

Pacific states are pledging decarbonised domestic shipping by mid-century.

All of it is exactly what governments  need to see the momentum building in their region and follow. That is why we

built our new regional NDC dashboard, released for the Bonn climate talks and now part of the Transport Data

Commons. It takes the NDC Transport Tracker (A joint partnership of GIZ And SLOCAT) and provides a regional

lens: comparable, interactive, built to be used by the people and institutions making decisions. It is the first of

several steps; over the coming years, SLOCAT is deliberately strengthening our regional engagement, since impact

does not come from a single scale of intervention and has to bridge global advocacy to local impact. It comes from

guiding the complete ecosystem-city, national, regional.Button to dashboard

Check our New NDC Regional Dashboard

SLOCAT at the High-Level Political Forum in New York

This July, SLOCAT will be in New York for the UN High-Level Political Forum (7 to 15 July), the annual review of

the 2030 SDG Agenda. This year's in-depth reviews of SDG 7 on energy and SDG 11 on sustainable cities both run

straight through transport and cannot be achieved without it, so we are there in force to make the case.

Our week has one critical aim: to commence the consultation for a Global Goal and Targets for Transport directly

linked with SLOCAT's ambition to monitor the UN Decade for sustainable transport in partnership and on behalf of

non-state actors. Along with our partners ITDP, Climate Compatible Growth, the Asian Development Bank and

others, we are convening to shape a goal and targets that SLOCAT will use to monitor progress through the UN

Decade of Sustainable Transport. Secretary General Carly Gilbert-Patrick is speaking at the UN DESA special event

on the Decade and across several other events throughout the week.

If you are in New York, let us know. We will report back in our next edition or stay updated on our social media and

news section.

Where to find SLOCAT: 

UN Decade of Sustainable Transport Annual Stocktake 2026, 7 July, 11:00 - 13:00 hrs,  UNHQ,

Conference Room (CR) 11, organised by UNDESA

Ambition to Impact: Connecting the SDGs and the UN Decade for Sustainable Transport through

Monitoring, 7 July, 13:15 - 14:30 hrs, UNHQ,  CR - F, Event Category: Official Side Event. Co- hosted by:

SLOCAT, GIZ, WRI, CCG, ADB, UK FCDO, TDC, IDRC, UNCR

Advancing the United Nations Decade of Sustainable Transport (2026–2035): Partnerships, Data-

Driven Solutions and Coordinated Action, 8 July, 13:15 - 14:30, UNHQ, CR-11,  Organised by: Permanent

Mission of Turkmenistan to the United Nations

What Happened in Bonn on Sustainable Transport
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The Bonn climate talks (the 64th sessions of the UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies, 8 to 18 June) are where Paris

promises become rules, workplans and finance signals. It is technical and decisive, and it is where transport too

often goes missing, treated as a downstream sector rather than what it is: 95.4% fossil-dependent, the second

largest and fastest-growing source of emissions, and one of the most exposed to climate damage.

So we put transport on the table directly. Our Transport and Climate Change Briefing Note for Negotiators and

Stakeholders maps where transport belongs across the SB64 agenda and sets out the case in language negotiators

can use without translation. Board members Philip Turner (UITP) and Joo Hyun Ha (UIC) represented us.

Four messages anchored what we brought:

Give the sector a destination. A quantified Global Goal for Transport is the North Star that turns scattered

commitments into a coordinated agenda

Fix the finance gap, and turn it the right way around. Transport needs roughly USD 2.7 trillion a year to 2050,

seven times what it receives, while close to USD 7 trillion still props up fossil fuels. The money exists. It is

flowing in the wrong direction.

Treat transport as a catalyst sector to delivery  Mitigation, Adaptation and Just Transition, . Just 3% of

adaptation finance reaches transport, despite up to 97.8% of transport infrastructure exposed to loss by 2050

under current policies, the worst of any sector.

Use the levers that already exist: Country Champions, joint transport-energy sessions, non-state actors’ inputs

to COP30 Presidency’s roadmap on transitioning away from fossil fuels and the transport Plans to Accelerate

Solutions as ready-made implementation partners.

How Bonn ended is its own message. Against the worst geopolitical backdrop in years, with the Strait of Hormuz

blockade choking oil supply and driving up prices, negotiators left with little to show. On issue after issue, from the

Mitigation Work Programme to the Global Goal on Adaptation to response measures, Parties could not even agree

to carry their work forward to Antalya, meaning several tracks now restart from scratch at COP31. The few bright

spots were modest: UNEP confirmed to keep hosting the Climate Technology Centre, terms of reference agreed for

the Just Transition Work Programme review. For transport, the relevant signal was less in the negotiating rooms

than in the context around them: an oil shock that made fossil dependence everyone's problem, and a COP30

Presidency event on the fossil fuel phase-out roadmap that keeps the transition agenda alive outside the formal

talks. The case we brought to Bonn, that transport is where the oil goes and so where the phase-out has to bite,

only got sharper. 

Save the Date: Closing Webinar on Climate Action for

Nigeria's Transport Businesses

After ten months of work with private transport operators in Nigeria, the UK PACT-funded project is wrapping up with

an open webinar, and you are invited. We will launch the Climate Action Integrated Framework, a step-by-step guide

that helps businesses measure their emissions, prioritise cost-effective ways to cut them, and prepare bankable

low-carbon projects aligned with Nigeria's NDC. Expect a practical walkthrough of the tool, a look back at what the

project achieved, and an open floor for questions.

It is built for transport operators, industry associations, financiers, policymakers and anyone working on cleaner

transport in Nigeria.
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When: Thursday 23 July 2026, 10:30 to 11:30 WAT

 Where: Online (Zoom)

Follow our LinkedIn page to get the link to register as soon as it's live! 

SLOCAT Calendar: Key Upcoming Events

8th Conference on Sustainable Mobility (CSuM 2026): Green and Digital Transition - The event will take place

from 1 to 3 July 2026 on Skyros Island, Greece, with a virtual option available. Organised by the University of

Thessaly in collaboration with the University of Kentucky and the University of Alabama at Birmingham, CSuM

focuses on sustainable transportation. The 2026 edition will explore the intersection of digital technologies like AI

and big data with green policies and low-emission solutions.

UN High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 2026 - The High-Level Political Forum

(HLPF) will take place from July 7 to 15, 2026, at UN Headquarters in New York, under the auspices of ECOSOC. It

will feature a three-day ministerial segment from July 13 to 15, focusing on the theme of transformative actions for

the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Forum will review SDG 6 (water and

sanitation), SDG 7 (energy), SDG 9 (infrastructure and innovation), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and communities),

and SDG 17 (partnerships). Additionally, 36 countries will present Voluntary National Reviews, with a particular

emphasis on SDG 11, relevant to the sustainable transport community.

The full community calendar is live at www.slocat.net/transportevents  and partners are welcome to submit events.

Library Corner

From Chile to Ethiopia, A Pipeline for Electric Transit. 

Nine years ago, Santiago had just two electric buses; today, it is now over 4,000, making it the largest fleet outside

China. Ethiopia is now aiming to have 850 electric buses in Addis Ababa by COP32, inspired by Santiago's success.

A recent piece from the Climate High-Level Champions highlights that the real challenge isn't just the vehicles, but

rather investing in skills. Furthermore, while the energy sector has clear global goals, transport lacks similar targets.

Without agreed-upon goals for moving people and goods, policy and investment lack direction. We aim to change

that by establishing clear targets, allowing for the development of effective systems. This strategy is how Chile

scaled from 2 buses to 4,000, and it can guide others to accelerate their progress as well.

Read Blog Article  
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Transport Is the Lever, Not the Sector.

You cannot transition away from fossil fuels without transforming how the world moves. Transport draws almost 90%

of global oil demand, yet fossil fuels still supply 95.4% of its energy, a share barely shifted in fifty years. SLOCAT's

submission to the COP30 Presidency roadmap on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels, now public as one of

roughly 267 inputs, makes the case that transport is not a sector waiting its turn on the decarbonisation list. It is the

lever that moves the rest. It sets out three system-level levers to break the lock-ins: a quantified global goal for

transport, a fossil-free policy and investment mandate, and a real-time monitoring platform built on the Transport

Data Commons. The argument lands just as governments head to HLPF in New York in July, where the reviews of

SDG 11 and SDG 7 both run straight through transport with and cannot be achieve without it 

Read the Blog Article

SLOCAT in IISD: The time to phase out fossil fuels was 50 years ago. The next best time is now. 

Fifty years after the first oil shock, fossil fuels still account for 95% of transport energy, a share that has hardly

changed. While past crises were expected to be the last, prices stabilised and dependence persisted. Now,

however, affordable alternatives are available. Renewable electricity outperforms fossil fuels in most markets, and

solutions like walking, cycling, and public transport can cut urban transport emissions by 20% to 50%. The

challenge is not financial but political. This op-ed, co-authored by SLOCAT Secretary General Carly Gilbert-Patrick

and Rana Adib, Executive Director of REN21 for IISD’s SDG Knowledge Hub, highlights four priorities for

governments: set a unified global transport goal, phase out fossil fuel subsidies, and integrate the Santa Marta

process and the Fossil Fuel Treaty into the Paris Agreement framework.

Read the IISD Article

Data and Transparency Deficits Are Slowing Transport Down. The Glasgow Declaration Is the Fix.

A sector responsible for 15.9% of global emissions and still 95.4% fossil-dependent is routinely tracked through

proxies, assumptions and best guesses, with the figures that matter most, especially in low- and middle-income

countries, often missing entirely. Without a shared evidence base, the UN Decade risks becoming ten years of

narrating progress rather than measuring it. The Glasgow Declaration on the Transport Data Commons, launched in

February and now signed by 42 organisations across five continents, including SLOCAT, treats transport data as the

public good it always needed to be. It is open for signature now, by individuals and organisations alike.

Read the Blog Article and Add your Name
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Partner's Corner

Spotlight of the month: 

REN21 - Renewables-Based Economy Tracker - Building on 20 years of the Renewables Global Status Report,

the RBE Tracker and Hub move beyond tracking renewable deployment in isolation to exploring how renewables

shape economies, societies and energy systems. Bringing together data, insights and visual tools in one place, the

Hub offers a more accessible, interactive and collaborative way to understand the transition to renewables-based

economies. Developed as part of REN21's new Renewables-Based Economy Hub, the RBE Tracker is the first

global tool designed to measure how renewable energy is reshaping economies through its impacts on energy

security, industry, investment, infrastructure, resilience and broader socio-economic outcomes. This tool provides

strategic guidance on the energy transition for policymakers. 

Want to be featured in next month's spotlight? 

Contact us

Asian Transport Observatory – Asian Transport 2035 Outlook: Investment Needs of Low- and Middle-

Income Economies: A new forward-looking assessment finding that low- and middle-income economies in

Asia and the Pacific will need around US$2.6 trillion a year in transport infrastructure between 2025 and 2035,

more than triple the US$800 billion annual average of the previous quarter-century. The Outlook is the first to

quantify road safety and electric mobility infrastructure needs for the region, and warns that vehicle growth is

outpacing both road expansion and maintenance spending, leaving nearly 396 million people still without all-

weather road access. 

European Cyclists' Federation and UNECE — Quality Requirements for Cycling Infrastructure. A

practical reference distilling the quantifiable parameters of good cycle infrastructure from UNECE's route-

network guide: the widths, gradients, surface quality, sight distances and crossing rules that make a route

safe, set against three service levels from basic route to cycle highway. A useful checklist for assessing or

specifying infrastructure. 

C40 Cities and TUMI – Fostering climate resilient active mobility for all: A new report shows how extreme

heat, air pollution and flooding are undermining walking and cycling in Global South cities, and sets out an

equity-focused roadmap with indicators and practical recommendations to protect vulnerable travellers and

sustain active mobility.

GIZ – Tracking Global Progress on Cleaner Transport: A new methodological report proposing a science-

based framework to track progress toward the two 2035 targets of the Chile Declaration, a 25% cut in

transport energy demand and a shift of at least one-third of energy use to sustainable biofuels and

renewables. Built on the IEA World Energy Balances, it tackles the thorny measurement questions, from

primary versus final energy accounting to the role of electrification, that will decide whether the Declaration

can actually be held to account. 

ITDP – Compact Cities Electrified: The Benefits of Small Vehicles: A first-of-its-kind global and country-

level analysis from ITDP and UC Davis, supported by the FIA Foundation, modelling five 2050 scenarios

across Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico and the United States. It finds that combining mode shift, high

EV adoption and smaller vehicles cuts annual GHG emissions by more than two-thirds by 2050, halves total
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public and private transport costs, and could save up to 1.5 million lives through a 40% drop in road deaths.

The decisive lever, the report argues, is vehicle size, an actionable policy choice with major consequences for

energy, safety, affordability and emissions. 

MobiliseYourCity – Driving Change: Adaptation Actions for Urban Mobility – Catalogue of Measures: A

practical guide to integrate climate adaptation into urban mobility planning, especially in the Global South, with

a catalogue of soft, green and grey measures linked to climate hazards, modes, costs and timelines to build

resilient, equitable transport systems.

Registration is open to public sector, non-profit and academic professionals.

PATH (The Partnership for Active Travel and Health) – Measuring Active Travel Success: A new guide

proposing an international approach to measuring active travel success, responding to a near-universal lack

of credible evaluation frameworks for walking and cycling identified in PATH's 2026 review of NDCs and 2023

study of national transport policies. Although 41% of countries have a walking policy and 17% a cycling policy,

only 28% and 14% respectively have any evaluation framework, and hardly any measure impacts against

their objectives. Borrowing from existing agreed systems wherever possible, the package is designed to be

simple, affordable and scalable, helping communities, governments and investors translate national active

travel ambitions into funded, delivered and valued actions with measurable positive impacts.

Safetipin: Gender Equity in Decarbonising Freight & Logistics: A new study on India’s freight and

logistics sector explores how to make decarbonisation and electrification more gender-responsive and

gender-transformative, highlighting low women’s participation, key policy and data gaps, and priority actions

to support women’s jobs and inclusion in freight and last-mile delivery.

TUMI: Global Survey on Data, Digital Solutions and AI in Transport Planning. A survey mapping how

planners work today: which data they have, which digital tools are already in daily use, and where AI adds

value rather than hitting capacity or governance barriers. Open to public authorities, consultancies, research

institutions and mobility experts. 

UNESCAP — Financing Electric Mobility in Asia and the Pacific. A new policy brief on why public

transport electrification, buses especially, lags behind private EV adoption despite higher emissions-reduction

potential. It sets out a roadmap of ten strategic principles combining public funding, development finance,

blended finance and public-private partnerships to make e-bus projects bankable across the region

If you wish to stop receiving this newsletter, please email secretariat@slocatpartnership.org with subject line

“Unsubscribe me from the SLOCAT newsletter"

 

SLOCAT accelerates the transformation of transport systems and services towards inclusive, healthy, green and resilient solutions for

people and the planet.

 

SLOCAT provides collaborative data and evidence-based knowledge, action initiatives, political strategies, dialogue, and strategic

communications. This helps build collective thought leadership and advocacy at the crossroads of transport, sustainability, climate and social

justice issues. SLOCAT emphasises all land transport modes with universal analyses and actions, especially for low- and middle-income

countries.
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Contact us at secretariat[at]slocatpartnership[.]org
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