
The Abu Dhabi Ascent, a special two-day high-level meeting, was held on the 4-5 May in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, in preparation of the United Nations Secretary General’s 
Climate Summit on September 23, 2014. In Abu Dhabi Ascent, representatives of private 
sector and the civil society organizations announced 31 initiatives in 9 different high-impact 
areas. Transport was the second largest sector announcing 6 initiatives in 4 areas:

The UIC Low Carbon Sustainable Rail Trans-
port Challenge:
“Through rail sector and transport authority partnerships, substantial reduction 
in transport GHG emissions achieved through improved rail sector efficiency, 
de-carbonization of rail sector energy consumption and modal shift to rail”

for the UN Secretary 
General’s Climate Summit

TRANSPORT:

Focal Point: International Union of Railways (UIC), 
Nick Craven, craven@uic.org

UITP Declaration on Climate Leadership:
International Association of Public Transport (UITP) members will 
declare and commit to demonstrate ‘climate leadership’ and make 
a voluntary commitment to reduce emissions/ strengthen climate 
resilience within their city/region in support of UITP’s goal to achieve a 
doubling in the market share of public transport worldwide by 2025.

Focal Point: International Association of Public Transport,   
Philip Turner, philip.turner@uitp.org

Urban Electronic Mobility Vehicles Initiative: 
The Urban Electric Mobility Vehicles Initiative (UEMI) aims to phase 
out conventionally fuelled vehicles and increase the share of electric 
vehicles in the total volume of individual motorized transport in cities to 
at least 30% by 2030, to achieve a 30% reduction of CO2 emissions in 
urban areas by 2050. 

Focal Point: UN-Habitat Urban Basic Services Branch, 
Andre Dzikus,  andre.dzikus@unhabitat.org

Transport Initiatives
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Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) ‘Global BRT Alliance’ 
Transformative Projects in Cities: 
In this initiative, cities will pledge to plan for BRT solutions by 2020. 
BRT systems reduce congestion, alleviate private vehicle dependency 
and promote fuel efficiency, resulting in reduced transport-related 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Focal Point: UN-Habitat, Urban Basic Services Branch, Dr. Joan Clos
 Andre Dzikus, andre.dzikus@unhabitat.org

Global Fuel Economy Initiative:

Public-private partnership to double vehicle efficiency.

Focal Point: UNEP, Achim Steiner 
Merlyn Van Voore, merlyn.vanvoore@unep.org)

Reducing Short-Lived Climate Pollutants- A Global 
Green Freight Action Plan:
In the global Green Freight Action Plan, committed governments and 
companies will expand and harmonize green freight programs that 
will generate reductions in black carbon and CO2 emissions from 
multimodal goods movement, while also enhancing fuel efficiency 
and energy security, fostering innovation in the global freight 
transportation supply chain, protecting public health and reducing 
near term climate change.  

Focal Point: CCAC Secretariat (UNEP), 
Helena Molin Valdes, Helena.molinvaldes@unep.org

The Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport (SLoCaT) 
is a multi-stakeholder partnership of over 80 organizations and it 
promotes the integration of sustainable transport in global policies 
on sustainable development and climate change.

 www.slocat.net
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