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Concept Note  
 
 

 
Paris Process on 
Mobility and Climate  

Background 
 
The 21st meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP21), of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in December 2015 in Paris, France is scheduled to 
result in an ambitious global agreement that can guide the global community in (more) 
ambitious action on climate change. Such a new agreement would become effective in 2020.  In 
addition to a new post-2020 climate agreement, COP21 is also an important milestone in 
developing a consensus on pre-2020 mitigation actions. 
 
The Transport Sector (land transport, together with international shipping and aviation) 
currently is responsible for almost a quarter of all energy related GHG emissions and under a 
Business as Usual scenario, this contribution would grow further.  Much of the increase in 
transport related GHG emissions is linked to continued rapid growth in mobility in the 
developing world.  Both passenger and freight transport will continue to grow; resulting in 
larger emissions but freight activity and emissions is expected to grow faster than passenger 
transport. 
 
 The transport sector has taken various initiatives to mitigate climate change from transport and 
it is clear that there is considerable scope to reduce transport GHG emissions if these technology 
and behavioral change related initiatives are scaled up through enabling policy, regulations, and 
financing.  This makes the new global climate change agreement relevant for this sector, and 
more broadly, for the mobility sector in which the ICT and private finance ecosystems play a 
growing role.  
 
Policy makers at the national and local level are more inclined to take action on transport and 
climate change if this is called for in a global agreement on climate change and if such an 
agreement would incentivize action on mobility of people and freight. 
 
Several groups have over the last years taken action to raise global awareness on transport and 
climate change, build consensus on policy frameworks and to promote action both within the 
UNFCCC process and outside. This concept note1 aims to provide a platform, where existing and 

                                                        
1The initiative for, and authors of, the concept note, rests with the Partnership on Sustainable, Low 
Carbon Transport (SLoCaT) and Michelin Challenge Bibendum  (MCB).Both are partnership-based 
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new initiatives on sustainable transport can come together to give greater visibility to 
sustainable transport in global policy making on climate change and thereby increase the 
likelihood that COP21 will result in an acceleration of action on low carbon mobility. To clearly 
link such a platform to COP21 the proposed name for this virtual platform is the Paris Process 
on Mobility and Climate (PPMC). 

Objectives 
 
The PPMC intends to bring together stakeholders on mobility and climate change. On transport 
this primarily includes stakeholders linked to land-transport. It covers passenger and freight 
transport. It is acknowledged however that successful action transport and climate change will 
also require action on international shipping and aviation. 
 
The PPMC does not recommend specific technologies or singles out specific modes of 
transport.It is based on the assumption that a multi-modal approach will be required to ensure 
that the transport as a whole is able to fulfill mobility needs and help mitigate climate change. 
The PPMC addresses a problem that is global in scale, and while it aims to develop common 
messages on transport and climate change it acknowledges that there are important national 
and regional differences that will shape policies, the type of solutions and the capacity to 
implement solutions at scale. 
 
The scope of the PPMC is set by the IPCC recommended maximum two Degree temperature 
increase scenario. The relative contribution from the transport sector, in terms of mitigation, 
will differ from country to country and is determined by local circumstances.  The PPMC bases 
itself, however, on the assumption that action on transport is required in all countries of the 
world. 
 
The PPMC focuses both on action to be taken by state and non-state actors. 
 
It addresses the UNFCCC process under which a new global climate change agreement will be 
developed. Within the UNFCCC process if focuses both on the new post-2020 agreement that 
should lay the basis for more comprehensive and ambitious active action on climate change as 
well on pre-20202 mitigation action to lay the foundations for a successful post-2020 climate 
change agreement.  
 
In terms of non-state actors, the PPMC specifically also aims to contribute towards the Lima 
Paris Action Agenda (LPAA), which is a joint initiative by France, Peru, the UNFCCC Secretariat 
and the Secretariat of the Climate Summit, located in the office of SG Ban Ki-moon. The LPAA 
aims to promote action by non-state actors and has a specific emphasis on the commitments 
made in 8 Action Areas at the September 2014 Climate Summit. The PPMC, will within the LPAA 
focus on transport related commitments that are part of the Transport, Energy and Industry 
Action Areas. 
 
The lifetime of the PPMC is, initially, up to the end of 2015 and it will come to an end at the 
conclusion of COP21 unless otherwise decided by the main participants in the PPMC. 
 
The specific objectives of the PPMC are: 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                             
initiatives that bring together a multitude of stakeholders representing development organizations (UN, 
Multilateral and bilateral); NGOs and foundations; academe; and the business sector. 
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 Formulate and deliver a set of key messages on mobility and climate change that have 

broad support from among a broad range of stakeholders that include business sector, 
civil society, development community and public sector; 

 Through coordinated action by different stakeholders improve the visibility of the 
transport sector in the time up to, and during, COP21 in Paris, France; 

 Create an institutional/organizational process that can provide a home to a diverse 
range of global, regional, national and local activities on transport and climate change 
throughout 2015; 

 Create a coordinated global voice on sustainable, low carbon transport and thereby 
make it easier for the transport sector to make its case in non-transport related climate 
meetings in 2015, including COP21. 

Organization  
 
The PPMC is an open process; the wider the ecosystem (range and number of stakeholders 
involved),the stronger and potentially more influential the process is likely to become.  Ideally 
the PPMC will have strong participation from the development, business, finance, and public 
sector.  We expect that what will bind stakeholders together is a common interest in the role 
that transport can and should play in mitigating climate change. 
 
The Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport (SLoCaT) and Michelin Challenge 
Biblendum (MCB) have taken the initiative for the PPMC and are taking the lead in organizing a 
stakeholder meeting on March 26th in Paris to discuss the PPMC in more detail. The purpose of 
the Paris stakeholder meeting will be: 
 

a) To endorse the PPMC concept and encourage its further development; 
b) Review and agree on the four main components of the PPMC (see below) and make a 

start with discussion of common messages on Mobility and Climate (see component A); 
c) Discuss and develop agreement on organizational arrangements for the PPMC. 

 
The PPMC is conceived as an open process with a minimum of administrative arrangements.  It 
is clear however, that some clarity is required on how to structure the PPMC (membership, 
support).  The following are points of discussion on organizational issues for the March 26th 
meeting in Paris: 
 
Network or Organizational Support for PPMC: 
 

 It is envisaged that networks of organizations (similar to SLoCaT, MCB or the Bridging 
the Gap Initiative) could decide to endorse or support the PPMC.  In some cases this 
could be network organizations that are already a member of either SLoCaT or MCB, e.g. 
UIC (International Railway Association), UITP (International Public Transport 
Association) or ECF (European Cyclists Federation).  It is however also intended to bring 
on-board non-SLoCaT or MCB network organizations, e.g. C40 (C40 Cities Climate 
Leadership Group), or FIATA (The International Federation of Freight Forwarders 
Associations). 

 Likewise specific individual member organizations of SLoCaT and MCB could decide that 
in addition to endorsing the PPMC through SLoCaT and/or MCB they would like to be 
specifically associated with PPMC in their own right (with associated visibility). Also, in 
the same manner that non-network members of SLoCaT and MCB will be encouraged to 
join the same will also apply to other individual non-SLoCaT and non-MCB members. 
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 For practical reasons it will be important to differentiate between networks and 
organizations that endorse the PPMC or those networks and organizations that provide 
active, including financial support to maintain the process.  For the latter type of support 
it could be considered to have a hierarchy of diamond, platinum, gold supporters. 

 There needs to agreement on how common messages – statements made on behalf of the 
PPMC are reviewed and agreed upon by supporters and endorsers of the PPMC 

 
Network or Organizational Support for individual activities organized under the PPMC: 
 

 The responsibility for acknowledging support (financial or otherwise) for activities 
organized under the PPMC would rest exclusively with the organizers of such events and 
does not need to be agreed upon in the context of the structure and organization of the 
PPMC. 

 
Branding of PPMC and PPMC “endorsed” activities: 
 

 Stakeholders in the PPMC will have to agree on branding of the PPMC: separate logo, 
separate website, email addresses? 

 It is envisaged that transport-mobility related events prior to COP21 and during COP21 
would benefit from being associated with the PPMC.  What does it mean “associated” 
with. Who decides on what events or activities will be associated with PPMC? 

 
Secretariat Support PPMC: 
 

 PPMC will require administrative support. Currently SLoCaT and MCB are taking the lead 
in this. What are the alternatives? 
 

Components 
 
Activities of the PPMC are tentatively clustered in four components. 

 

A. Development of Sector-wide Messages on Innovation, Transformation and 
Climate Change 

 
Joint messaging is one of the key drivers for the development of the PPMC. For messaging on 
transport and climate change to be influential it is key that an early agreement is reached on 
such key messages in order to make use of the time before COP21 to disseminate such messages. 
The SLoCaT Partnership and MCB have over the past years, together with theirmembers 
developed messages on transport transformation and climate change and will make use of these 
to develop proposals for messaging on mobility innovation and climate change in the context of 
COP21.  Proposals on transformation will focus simultaneously on CO2 abatement and other 
societal benefits: safety, economic activity. 
 
The SLoCaT partnership will in this context base itself on: 

 The SLoCaT Results Framework on Sustainable Transport; 
 The Contribution of Land Transport towards a Two Degree Scenario (in cooperation 

with Bridging the Gap Initiative) 
 Transport at COP20: Despite Limited Leaps Lima Limped (in cooperation with Bridging 

the Gap Initiative) 
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 Transport related Commitments at Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s Climate Summit  
(September 2014) 

 Possible substantive upcoming member reports on mobility and climate. 
 
MCB will base its contribution towards messaging on: 

 The MCB Green Paper on mobility innovation, presented and debated in Chengdu 
(November 2014) 

 Current studies conducted through MCB Open Lab 
 
Enough time should be taken however to ensure that there is broad based support, among a 
range of constituencies for such messages.  A stepwise approach is proposed with an initial set 
of messages presented for discussion at the March stakeholder meeting in Paris. Following this a 
final set of messages would be developed, with active participation of a group of volunteers, with 
the aim that these are presented at media events at the Climate and Business Summit in Paris 
(May 20-21), and International Transport Forum in Leipzig (May 27-29). 
 
The development of common messages on transport and climate change can benefit from the 
Secretary General High Level Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport (HLAGST), which is also 
expected to come up with key messages on sustainable, low carbon transport in the coming 
months. 
 
Annex 1 provides an initial list of key events on transport and climate change that can be used to 
disseminate messages on transport and climate change. 

B. Knowledge mobilization on low-carbon solutions 
 
Decision and policy making on sustainable, low carbon mobilityneeds to be based on sound 
science and should integrate relevant available information. In this context the PPMC will have a 
focus on organizing information that is relevant to policy and decision makers on sustainable, 
low carbon transport. This will include the documentation, led by the SLoCaT Partnership of: 
 

 The mitigation potential of transport at the global, national, regional and local level; 
 GHG assessment methodologies and linked to that of associated co-benefits; 
 Climate finance mechanisms and climate finance related transport projects; 
 The coverage of transport in National Communications, Biennial Update Reports, and 

INDCs; 
 A low-carbon technology roadmap for the transport sector. 

 
MCB will share industry-based as well as more academic research results on successful 
experiments. 
 
The PPMC will also be able to benefit from the planned 365 campaign by the Bridging the Gap 
initiative, who plans to develop an overview of 365 interventions on transport and climate 
change to encourage replication of such initiatives. 
 
In addition the PMCC will also keep track of relevant knowledge generation in relevant areas like 
for example:low carbon transport policy, technology and adaptation, together with relevant 
economic instruments and innovative ecosystems. 

C. Outreach and dialog before COP21 
 
An important part of the PMCC is outreach and dialog to promote the integration of messages 
(Component A) and knowledge (Component B) on sustainable, low carbon transport in policy 
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making on and implementation of sustainable transport. It is important that such outreach and 
dialog takes places not only at COP21 but also prior to it so as to ensure that key messages and 
knowledge change opinions prior to COP21. 
 
Outreach and dialog activities under the PPMC will target the following groups and processes: 

 Other transport relevant sectoral and thematic networks, e.g. Sustainable Energy4All 
(energy) and Transformative Action Program (Cities); 

 Transport and climate change relevant events (see Annex 1) 
 Regional and sub-regional workshops on NAMAs, INDCS, etc. organized amongst others 

by UNFCCC and other UN Organizations 
 National and local level government line departments responsible for transport 
 National level negotiating government departments responsible for COP21 

 
For such a structured outreach and dialog process to be effective it will be important to have 
broad based support and involvement from amongst the PPMC partners. Ultimately, it is the 
local organizations that have best access to decision makers and who know best the local 
circumstances. 

D. Activities during COP21 
 
Much of the activities of the PPMC will take place prior to COP21. It is important however to 
have a strong coordinated presence of the mobility community at COP21 to ensure its visibility 
and influence in COP21. 
 
The following is currently planned, which could possibly be part of the PPMC: 

 Train(s) to Paris organized by UIC and its members from different capitals in Asia and 
Europe; 

 Car free or clean mobility day in Paris in the weekend in between two weeks of 
negotiations; 

 Cycling event during the Car free day; 
 Official Side events on transport and climate change; 
 Coordinated participation by transport relevant organizations in business exhibition La 

Gallerie, the civil society village as well the Grand Palais outreach to general public, with 
the option of additional side-events organized in the context of PPMC; 

 Transport Day 2015 or similar event on Transport and Climate change, either during the 
weekend in between two COP weeks or at the beginning of week 2; 

 A dedicated transport reception at iconic location in Paris. 
 
The effectiveness of the PPMC will, amongst others, be determined by any announcements of 
new concrete deliverables that will help the implementation of sustainable, low carbon mobility 
of people and freight.  It is too early to decide on what such announcements could consist of but 
these could include announcements of additional transport related commitments following the 
initial transport commitments of the SG Climate Summit; detailed implementation plans for the 
original transport commitments of the Climate Summit; announcements related to financing of 
sustainable, low carbon transport; announcements on transport data initiatives. 
 
The successful daily tracking of negotiations from a transport perspective by SLoCaT and the 
Bridging the Gap initiative at COP20 in Lima will be repeated in Paris to inform a wide range of 
transport related stakeholders on the progress and outcome of the negotiations. 

Time frame – Next Steps 
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Initial informal consultations with key stakeholders on the desirability and feasibility of the 
proposed PPMC concept have taken place and have resulted in positive feedback on the PPMC. 
Also, both the SLoCaT Board and the core-group of MCB have reviewed the initial draft of the 
concept paper and given the go-ahead for further development of the PPMC. 
 
Based on this we see the following time-frame for the development and deployment of the 
PPMC: 
 

 March 26–stakeholder meeting in Paris to obtain wider buy-in for PPMC concept; discuss 
organizational arrangements; and brainstorming on PPMC messages on transport and 
climate change; 

 April: elaboration of PPMC concept, preparing and implementation of PPMC branding 
and communication strategy as follow-up to outcomes March 26 meeting; 

 April: start knowledge mobilization activities (Component B) as well as outreach and 
dialog activities (Component C); 

 May: Detailed proposal Component D (Activities during COP21) for review by supporters 
and endorsers PPMC 

 May 20-21: Formal launch of PPMC at Business and Climate Summit in Paris 
 May 27-29: Formal launch of PPMC at International Transport Forum in Leipzig 
 June – August: Implementation PPMC component A, B and C. 
 September:  PPMC Stocktaking and adjustment of planning (possibly through follow-up 

stakeholder meeting in Paris) – Final decisions on activities during COP21 (Component 
D) 

 September – November: Implementation PPMC 
 December: COP21 
 December –January 2016: Evaluation of PPMC 

 
The proposed time frame ends with an evaluation of the PPMC. It is suggested that based on the 
outcome of this evaluation that stakeholders decide whether/how to continue coordination and 
cooperation initiated under the PPMC. 
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Annex 1: List of 2015 Meetings and Conferences with relevance for 
Transport and Climate Change (incomplete) 
 

 March 10:  SLoCaT outreach to National Government Round Table / New Delhi 

 March 25: SLoCaT- EBRD Roundtable Enhancing Private Sector Financing for 

Sustainable Urban Transport / London  

 March 31 – April 2
nd

: International Week of Transport and Logistics, Paris Porte de 

Versailles. 

 April 8-12h: ICLEI World Congress– SLoCaT and Bridging the Gap Session 

 April 17 –19: Spring Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International 

Monetary Fund / Wash DC  

 May 7-8: Transportation for Sustainability – An International Conference/ 
Washington DC 

 May 20 – 21: Business and Climate Summit / Paris, organizer UNSCO 

 May 22: Climate Finance Day / Paris 

 May 27-28: 5
th

 Global Basel Infrastructure Summit/ Basel 

 May 27 – 29: International Transport Forum / Leipzig 

 May 27 – 28: Sixth Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM6) / Mexico City (TBC) 

 June 4-5: SLoCaT- Adenauer Foundation Roundtable Enhancing Private Sector 

Financing for Sustainable Urban Transport / Shanghai 

 June 8 – 10: UITP World Congress / Milan 

 June 2-5: Velo-city Nantes 

 June 9 – 11: New Cities Summit / Jakarta 

 June 18 – 20: Vienna Energy Forum / Vienna 

 June 29: UN President General Assembly High Level Event on Climate Change / New 

York 

 July 1-2: World Summit of Territorial Climate Action with Civil Society, organized 

by Rhone Alpes Region, Lyon 

 July 6: UIC General Assembly / Tokyo 

 July 13 – 16: Finance for Development Conference / Addis Ababa 

 July: Addis Sustainable Development Summit 2015: Africa’s Road to Paris / Addis Ababa 

   

 September 23 – 25: Bogotá Climate Summit – ICLEI / Bogotá  

 September 25 – 27: Sustainable Development Summit / New York  

 October 5-11: Eco-mobility week /Johannesburg 

 October 13-15: World Efficiency/Paris 

 October 20 – 21: 3GF Preparatory Conference for 2016 Summit / Copenhagen 

 October/November: 9
th

 Regional Environmentally Sustainable Transport 

Forum/Malaysia (TBC) 

 November 29 – December 11:  UNFCCC COP 21 / Paris 
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