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I. 5 WORK STREAMS OF THE SLoCaT PARTNERSHIP 

1. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
2015 is a critical year for the SLoCaT 
Partnership to promote the 
integration of sustainable transport 
in the sustainable development 
goals and the post-2015 
development agenda. This will be 
achieved by; 
 
- Tracking Intergovernmental 
Negotiations on SDGs and continue 
advocacy for sustainable transport 
- Promoting the adoption of 
appropriate Indicators for 
sustainable transport in the SDGs 
- Reviewing  of progress on  Rio+20 
voluntary commitments on 
sustainable transport & assessment 
of implementations/preparation for 
transport commitments made at UN 
SG’s Climate Summit in September 
2014 
- Secretary General’s High Level 
Advisory Group on Sustainable 

- Tracking Intergovernmental Negotiations on SDGs and continue advocacy for sustainable 
transport: Since the beginning of 2015, the SLoCaT Partnership have been working to promote the 
integration of sustainable transport in the post-2015 development agenda.  The advocacy for 
sustainable transport is done through; tracking the negotiations and major group meetings in New 
York, sending out promotional materials on sustainable transport to the negotiators and organizing 
side events during the intergovernmental negotiation sessions. 

 New intern team tracking negotiations:  In January 2015, the SLoCaT Partnership set up a 
four-person intern team  in New York to assist the SLoCaT Secretariat in tracking the 
international negotiation process,  and joining the meetings open for civil society and the 
major groups, as well as other relevant meetings on SDGs.  

 Advocacy on the integration of sustainable transport in the post-2015 development agenda: 
In preparation for the March Session of the intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 
development agenda, the SLoCaT Partnership sent an information package to all Permanent 
Missions to the UN, including a policy proposal letter, proposed indicators on sustainable 
transport, and a rural transport factsheet developed as part of SLoCaT’s work with the UK 
funded African and Asian Community Access Partnership (AFCAP-ASCAP). 

 Side event during the March Session of Intergovernmental Negotiations:  On March 25th, the 
SLoCaT Partnership and the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP) co-
organized a side event, supported by Communitas Coalition, EMBARQ, FIA Foundation, and  
Ford Foundation, on the contribution of sustainable low carbon transport to sustainable 
development.  The event featured panelists from ITDP, the Ford Foundation, 100 Resilient 
Cities, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the Worldwide Ferry Safety 
Association, and the Communitas Coalition. 
 

- Promote the adoption of appropriate Indicators for sustainable transport in the SDGs: 
Indicators for the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals is a major part of the discussion on 
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Transport 
 

the Post-2015 Development Agenda, and the SLoCaT Partnership is working to promote the adoption 
of effective and appropriate indicators for sustainable transport. 

 SLoCaT Partnership Comments on SDSN Indicators:  In January, the SLoCaT Partnership 
prepared a response to the Sustainable Development Solutions Network’s Draft Report on 
"Indicators and Monitoring Framework for the SDGs". The report presents a comprehensive 
indicator framework for the OWG goals and outlines major indicator gaps that must be filled 
until the end of 2015. In its comments to the report, SLoCaT Partnership noted that it is both 
important (and challenging) to strike a balance between providing a suitable range of 
indicators while at the same time limiting indicators to the most important areas. The 
comments also focused on including a clear statement on the importance of improved rural 
access, improved national and regional connectivity and the cross-cutting nature of 
sustainable transport to the existing SDG framework. 

 Review of indicators for World Bank: As a contribution to the discussion on indicators in the 
context of the SDG Process, SLoCaT Partnership conducted a review of review of existing and 
potential indicators on transport that are available globally and could support the SDG 
Framework. The starting point for the review was the SLoCaT Results Framework on 
Sustainable Transport, as well as other available source documents that have been prepared 
on transport or with transport relevance, that were specifically intended to inform the UNSC’s 
work on indicators and targets.   

  Analysis of Proposed Transport-Related Targets and Indicators at March Session: At the 
March Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiations, there were a lot of discussions on the 
proposed targets and indicators for the post-2015 development Agenda.  SLoCaT Secretariat 
prepared a summary report from the March Session which includes an analysis of the 
proposed transport-related targets and indicators that have been prepared. The analysis 
presents relevant UNSC-proposed targets and indicators under consideration in the third 
session, SLoCaT-recommended additions and modifications to these proposed targets and 
indicators, and relevant negotiation dialogue in each of the six target areas proposed in the 
SLoCaT Results Framework. 
 

- Progress report on transport commitments at Rio+20 and UN Secretary General’s Climate 
Summit: In June 2012, the global development came together at the Rio+20 Conference on 
Sustainable Development and made voluntary commitments on different sectors of sustainable 
development.  In addition to the initial 17 voluntary commitments on sustainable transport; there 
were 6 more commitments made by members of the SLoCaT Partnership in June 2013.  
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 Progress Report on Rio+20 Voluntary Commitments:  The SLoCaT Secretariat plans to prepare 
a progress report on the Rio+20 voluntary commitments on sustainable transport, presenting 
a review of the progress for each commitment.  The report will be based on the inputs from 
the commitment makers and will be published in June 2015. 

 Assessment of Transport Commitments from the UN Secretary General’s Climate Summit: In 
addition to the Rio+20 voluntary commitments, the SLoCaT Secretariat proposes to come up 
with an assessment of how the preparation and implementation planning is progressing for 
transport commitments made at United Nations Secretary General’s Climate Summit in 
September 2014. 
 

- Secretary General’s High Level Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport: In August 2014, 
the United Nations Secretary General appointed a High Level Advisory Group on Sustainable 
Transport (HLAGST) to provide recommendations on sustainable transport actionable at global, 
national, local and sector levels.  

 SLoCaT Partnership is in the Technical Working Group for High Level Advisory Group: The 
High Level Advisory Group is supported by a Technical Working Group (TWG) of around 50 
people representing UN Agencies as well as other organizations working on sustainable 
transport.  The TWG is an inter-agency open to technical inputs from outside the UN system 
and is established to contribute to analytical deliberations of the High-level Advisory Group. 

 Issues Briefs on Sustainable Development Goals and Financing: The SLoCaT Partnership 
Secretary General, Cornie Huizenga was appointed as the focal person to develop Issues Briefs 
on the Sustainable Development Goals and Financing themes.  The Issues Briefs will be used 
by the HLAGST for developing their policy recommendations for moving towards sustainable 
transport solutions and might be used as input to a “Global Sustainable Transport Outlook” 
Report to be prepared by the HLAGST. 

2. TRANSPORT & CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
A new global agreement on climate 
change is expected to be signed in 
Paris at COP 21.  In preparation of 
the COP 21, SLoCaT Partnership is;  
 
- Tracking climate negotiations on 

- Tracking Road to Paris-UNFCCC Process: The SLoCaT Partnership and the Bridging the Gap 
Initiative are jointly tracking the UNFCCC Process and the climate negotiations.   

 ADP 2.8 Geneva Conference: Following the joint SLoCaT Partnership & Bridging the Gap 
report: “Transport at COP20: Despite Limited Leaps, Lima Limps” both organizations issued 
a report that summarized the Ad Hoc Working Group on Durban Platform for Enhanced 
Action, Session 2-8 which took place from February 8th to 13th in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The report states that principal goal of ADP 2-8 was achieved in the completion of 
a negotiating text that is Party-owned and is no longer a co-chairs' draft, and there was 
general agreement that an inclusive Geneva text was needed to boost confidence that all 
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the road to Paris and the UNFCCC 
Process 
- Taking a stock of INDCs and 
reviewing how transport is reflected 
in the national contributions 
- Initiating a Paris Process for 
Mobility and Climate Change 
together with Michelin Challenge 
Bibendum and other partners 
-Preparing climate change related 
databases for Knowledge 
Management on Climate Change & 
Transport  
 

Parties’ views will be considered during the COP21 negotiations. 
 

- Reviewing Intended Nationally Determined Contributions: The SLoCaT Partnership initiated a 
project to review the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions from a transport perspective.   

 The review will describe how transport is included in the reports, the level of aggregation in 
energy sector and transport sub-sector, and a breakout of transport data.  As the deadline for 
the submission of INDCs was March 31st, there has been limited number of INDCs submitted 
in the first quarter of 2015.  More detailed information on the countries that submitted INDCs 
and their reviews from a transport perspective will be presented in the second and third 
quarterly reports. 

 
-Paris Process on Mobility and Climate Change (PPMC): SLoCaT together with Michelin 
Challenge Bibendum (MCB) have taken the initiative to develop an open and inclusive joint platform 
on Mobility and Climate, where existing and new initiatives on sustainable transport can come 
together to give greater visibility to sustainable transport in global policy making on climate change. 
This can help increase the likelihood that COP21 will result in an acceleration of action on low carbon 
mobility.  

 PPMC Stakeholder Meeting: A stakeholder meeting was convened on 26th March in Paris in 
which representatives from over 30 organizations discussed the proposed platform on 
transport and climate change.  It is envisaged that the PPMC will serve as a platform to 
disseminate common messages on Mobility and Climate both before and during COP21. In 
addition a range of knowledge management activities will be undertaken to help inform 
decision makers on how to best develop and implement action on Transport and Climate 
Change 

 Common Messages on Sustainable Transport & Climate Change: In developing the common 
messages on sustainable transport and climate change, the SLoCaT Partnership would like to 
receive inputs from members of the SLoCaT Partnership and other partners.  A survey has 
been prepared to collect feedback from SLoCaT Members and other interested parties.  The 
deadline for completing the survey is April 28th. 
 

- Knowledge Management on Climate Change & Transport: From January to March 2015, the 
SLoCaT Partnership developed two databases on climate finance for transport greenhouse gas 
emission methodologies and tools.  SLoCaT Secretariat invites all SLoCaT Members to provide 
comments and/or additional information for the databases. 
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 Climate Finance for Transport Database: For the climate finance for transport database, the 
SLoCaT Partnership collected data on transport-focused projects from six of the main climate 
finance instruments (CFIs) to assess the contribution of these instruments towards 
sustainable, low carbon transport. CFIs included in the assessment are: the Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM), the Clean Technology Fund (CTF), the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF); the Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMA); the International 
Climate Initiative (IKI); and The Joint Crediting Mechanism(JCM). 

 Transport Related GHG Emission Methodologies: To take stock of available methodologies, 
the SLoCaT Partnership has compiled a detailed qualitative assessment of 64 transport 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission methodologies and tools, which cover a range of transport 
subsectors and include both passenger and freight methodologies. 

3. RURAL TRANSPORT 
By 2030, 30% of the world 
population will be living in rural 
areas, and for the post-2015 
development agenda not to leave 
anyone behind, it is important to 
promote the integration of the 
rural access into the SDG 
Framework. SLoCaT Partnership’s 
Rural Transport Work stream is 
composed of three parts;  
 
- Rural Transport Advocacy Project 
with AFCAP/ASCAP: 
- Rural Transport Advocacy Activities 
- Developing a New Rural Transport 
Network 
 

- Rural Transport Advocacy Project with AFCAP/ASCAP: In February 2015, SLoCaT Partnership 
together with the Africa/Asia Community Access Partnership (AFCAP-ASCAP) launched the project 
“Promotion of sustainable rural access in the post 2015 Sustainable Development Agenda” to 
systematically pursue opportunities to ensure a better integration of rural transport in the post-2015 
development framework.  

 Project Activities: For the project, SLoCaT Partnership and AFCAP-ASCAP have designed a four 
pronged programme of activities to extend through to 2016 including: (a) advocacy in official 
fora, (b) integrating views of rural access stakeholders in an effective process of dialogue, (c) 
developing technically sound and well supported indicators for rural access, and (d) 
identifying the key financing needs for scaling up sustainable rural transport infrastructure 
and services.  
 

- Rural Transport Advocacy Activities: The biggest part of the Rural Transport Work Stream 
focuses on advocacy for the integration of rural access in the post-2015 development agenda. 

 Rural Transport Factsheet: SLoCaT Partnership and AFCAP-ASCAP have developed a factsheet 
on how to support the integration of rural transport in the Post-2015 development agenda. 
While the need for improved rural transport is not featured prominently in the proposed 
SDGs, improved rural access can directly contribute to the achievement of several SDGs. The 
factsheet explains the importance of rural transport interventions, how they can be 
integrated with other sectors, and the role of rural access in strengthening the current SDG 
process. 
The rural transport factsheet was included in the sustainable transport package sent to the 
Permanent Representatives to the United Nations for the March Session of the 
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Intergovernmental Negotiations on SDGs.  

 Social Media Outreach on Rural Transport: As a part of the advocacy work on the integration 
of rural transport in the post-2015 development agenda, the SLoCaT Secretariat is actively 
promoting rural transport messages on Social Media.  Through the SLoCaT Twitter account, 
@SLOCATCornie,  the SLoCaT Secretariat shares interesting facts and articles on rural 
transport with its followers. Additionally, the AFCAP Group Page on LinkedIn is a community 
platform used to promote the rural transport messages. Thirdly, starting the April 2015 Issue, 
the SLoCaT Newsletter will have a dedicated section on Rural Transport in its quarterly issues.  

- Developing a New Rural Transport Network 
As a part of its work on Rural Transport, the SLoCaT Partnership will develop a database of 
stakeholders comprising of people and organizations working on global policy related rural transport 
issues.  The database of stakeholders will be in the public domain and it will serve as a network to 
build support for SLoCaT advocacy on rural transport. The database will focus on the organizations 
working on regional and global level. 
 
SLoCaT Secretariat invites all SLoCaT Members working on global policy related rural transport and 
interested in joining the rural transport, to contact Talya or Cornie.  

4. FINANCING FRAMEWORK 
Funding and financing of 
sustainable transport is a key 
element in scaling up sustainable, 
low carbon transport. The work will 
be based on current efforts of the 
SLoCaT Partnership and its 
members on funding and financing 
of sustainable transport.  Some of 
the planned activities are; 
 
- London Roundtable on Private 
Sector Financing of  Sustainable 
Transport 
- Shanghai Roundtable on Private 

- Roundtables on Private Sector Financing of Sustainable Transport: In 2015, the SLoCaT 
Partnership launched a series of roundtables on private sector financing for sustainable transport.  

 London Roundtable: The kick-off meeting for the series took place on March 25th, and was 
hosted by the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development in their London 
Headquarters.  The roundtable was well attended by representatives of Multilateral and 
Bilateral development agencies, private sector companies, institutional investors, research 
institutions, knowledge providers and non-governmental organizations.   In an interactive 
manner, the participants discussed whether it was possible to increase investments from 
private sector for sustainable transport, analyzed the existing challenges and identified 
potential solutions for a private sector financing of sustainable transport. 

o Roundtable Summary Report: The summary report from the London Roundtable can 
be downloaded here. 

 Shanghai Roundtable on Private Sector Financing : Following the London Roundtable, the 
SLoCaT Partnership together with Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) will organize a similar 
roundtable in Shanghai, China on 4th and 5th of June, 2015. The Shanghai Roundtable intends 
to advance the dialogue on private sector financing in sustainable urban transport beyond the 
current status quo to meet climate change targets and sustainable development goals by; 
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Sector 
- TRANSfer Climate Finance Expert 
Group 

o Reviewing the current state of private sector involvement in sustainable urban 
transport investment in the Asia Pacific region, and potential for increased future 
involvement 

o Defining parameters to optimize interaction among the public and private sectors, 
reduce risk and expanding use of innovative financing instruments for sustainable 
urban transport 

o Analyzing the role of global processes on climate change and sustainable 
development in accelerating private sector involvement in sustainable urban 
transport 

 
- TRANSfer Climate Finance Expert Group: The SLoCaT Partnership is facilitating an expert group 
for GIZ's TRANSfer Project on promoting climate finance for sustainable transport.  The expert group is 
composed of international experts on climate financing, financing of transport and sustainable, low 
carbon transport.  

 Outputs from the Expert Group: The expert group contributed to the development of a Draft 
Policy Brief "Scaling-up Sustainable, Low-Carbon Transport – overcoming funding and 
financing challenges, and the role of climate finance".  An Executive Summary of the policy 
brief was published in December 2014.  The Executive Summary titled, Climate Finance as the 
Engine for More Low-Carbon Transport, provides initial recommendations to policy makers on 
transport and climate finance on how climate finance can accelerate the realization of 
sustainable, low-carbon transport. 

 2015 Plans for the Expert Group: The Expert Group will provide inputs and comments to the 
Background Study “Shaping the role of climate finance for sustainable transport” prepared by 
Cambridge Systematics. Furthermore, in preparation of COP 21, the expert group will make 
suggestions to develop a network of 50-100 insider advocates that the expert group could rely 
on to take on board messages on (climate) finance for Sustainable transport and who would 
be in a position to bridge the gap from messages to implementation 

5. TRANSPORT & POVERTY 
 

There was relatively limited work done on the Transport and Poverty Work Stream in the first quarter 
of 2015. Updates on this work stream will be included in the following quarterly reports. 

II. ORGANIZATIONAL STRENGTHENING  

1. SLoCaT FOUNDATION 
- New Supporters of SLoCaT 
Foundation 

- Updates from the SLoCaT Foundation 

 New Supporters of SLoCaT Foundation: Three organizations joined the SLoCaT Foundation as 
supporters in the first quarter of 2015, or renewed their status as supporter.  World Bank and 
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- New Projects approved by the 
SLoCaT Board:  
 

 

AFCAP Program of the Department for International Development of the United Kingdom 
have become the newest Diamond Supporters of the SLoCaT Foundation.  Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation joins the SLoCaT Foundation as its new Platinum Supporter, contributing to 
SLoCaT Partnership’s work stream on financing framework. 

 New Projects approved by the SLoCaT Board:  
o Review of Transport Indicators & Review of Transport Commitments: The World 

Bank is supporting a project on the review of existing and potential indicators on 
sustainable transport in the post-2015 development agenda, as well as a review of 
the progress made by the sustainable transport voluntary commitments at the Rio+20 
Conference and transport-related commitments of the United Nations Secretary 
General’s Climate Summit.   

o Rural Transport Advocacy: The AFCAP Program of the Department for International 
Development of the United Kingdom is working together with the SLoCaT Partnership 
to promote the integration of sustainable rural access to the post-2015 development 
agenda.   

o Shanghai Roundtable: SLoCaT Partnership together with Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation will organize a Roundtable Meeting on Private Sector Financing of 
Sustainable Transport on June 4-5, in Shanghai, China. 

2. SLoCaT PARTNERSHIP 
- Major in-kind contributions from 
Members of the SLoCaT Partnership 

- Major in-kind contributions from Members of the SLoCaT Partnership: The SLoCaT 
Secretariat would like to recognize and express its appreciation to several of its members for the major 
in-kind contributions they provided to the SLoCaT Partnership in the first quarter of 2015. 
Our thanks goes to;  

 Center for Environment and Science (CSE) for covering travel and accommodation costs of 
SLoCaT Partnership Secretary General Cornie Huizenga, during his trip to India in March 

  EMBARQ-WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities for hosting the Annual Meeting of SLoCaT 
Partnership in January 

  GIZ TRANSfer Project for covering Cornie’s travel cost to Germany from China in February 
2015  

 United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), for covering Cornie’s 
travel cost to Bangkok and providing him with a per-diem during his visit to ESCAP for a 
conference. 

 World Bank and EMBARQ-WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities for acknowledging the 
SLoCaT Partnership as a partner of the Transforming Transportation Conference without 
charge. 



3. OUTREACH EFFORTS 
- Twitter 
- SLoCaT Website 
- SLoCaT Newsletter  
 

- Outreach for Sustainable Transport on Social Media: In alignment with its mission to promote 
the integration of sustainable transport in global policies on sustainable development and climate 
change; SLoCaT Partnership has been actively communicating its sustainable transport messages via 
its social media channels. 

 Twitter: In the first quarter of 2015, the SLoCaT Secretariat initiated a new Twitter strategy to 
actively interact with SLoCaT Members on Twitter.  The SLoCaT Secretariat team regularly 
monitors the 30 most active Twitter accounts of the SLoCaT members, and re-tweets their  
sustainable, low carbon related Tweets.  In addition to re-tweets of the posts from SLoCaT 
members, the team also pro-actively searches for sustainable transport related tweets from 
outside the SLoCaT Community and re-tweets interesting tweets using different hashtags (#) 
such as #rail, #public transport, #fuel efficiency, #cycling, #BRT etc. 
 
The efforts of the SLoCaT team has been effective in increasing the number of followers it 
gets, and the number of followers of the official SLoCaT Twitter Account @SLOCATCornie 
reached 1420 by the end of March. When combined with @SlocatLAC Account, the total 
number has reached to 1930, 23% increase from December 2015. 

 

 SLoCaT Website:  The SLoCaT Website was partially revised to include the important global 
processes that are taking place around the world in 2015.  On the Sustainable Development 
Track, new sections were added on the Intergovernmental Negotiations on SDGs and the 
Third International Conference on Financing for Development. Both sections are regularly 
updated with information on discussions with notes from the New York Intern team tracking 
the negotiations, reports from IISD on the Negotiations.   
In addition, a new section on the website was added to reflect the 5 work streams of SLoCaT 
Partnership Work Program for 2015. While some of the work streams were already part of 
the existing website content; the Rural Transport and Transport & Climate Change were the 
two new sections to be launched in the first quarter of 2015. 
 
The revisions on the website resulted in increase in the number of website visitors overtime.  
While January and February the website received around 2500 visitors monthly, in March the 
number rose by 32% to 3350 visitors.  It is expected that the numbers will keep rising in the 
second quarter leading up to the major events in May and June such as International 
Transport Forum, the Bonn Climate Conference and the UN High Level Event on Climate 
Change. 



 

 SLoCaT Newsletter:  The first issue of the SLoCaT Newsletter was published on 17th of April, 
2015. The issue was sent to 7700 people, the largest number of SLoCaT Newsletter recipients 
since the launch of the first SLoCaT Newsletter in April 2013.  While the recipient base 
expanded, the number of people opening the newsletter was lower than the previous issue of 
the newsletter, the Post-COP 20 Special Issue sent out in December 2014.  The number of 
people who opened the newsletter was more than those that opened the Climate Summit 
Special Issue in September 2014 and the July 2014 Issue of the SLoCaT Newsletter. 

 


